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 St. Mary the Virgin, Baldock.  

St. Margaret of Antioch, Bygrave.  

“Growing in Love” 

Patronal Festival, Feast of St Mary 

Worship on Sunday 6th September 2026 

 

8.00am  Holy Communion  
A simple, peaceful start to the day, taking place at the High Altar. Revd Phillipa 

Maddox will be leading and our Lay Minister Mike Maddox will be preaching at our 

worship. 
 

9.30am  Parish Communion  
Revd Phillipa Maddox will be leading and our Lay Minister Mike Maddox will be 

preaching at our worship today. 

 

11.30am Messy Church in the church hall 
Crafts, short worship and hot food shared together.  Fun for all the family with 

the theme: ‘Our Wildly Wonderful World!’ 

 
 

 

Evening Prayer and Silent (Contemplative) Prayer are Zoomed on the days shown in    

Week at a Glance (use the link below for both). Everyone is warmly invited to these prayer 

sessions 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81188370718?pwd=MVVDelNMbEppRldBYnFpN0NwT1hhQT09 

Meeting ID: 811 8837 0718   Passcode: 188423 
 

 

Next Sunday’s worship: 13th September 2026 - 15th after Trinity 
8.00am Holy Communion (Revd Phillipa Maddox)  

9.30am Parish Communion (Revd Phillipa Maddox) 
 

 

Hymns:  570 Praise the Lord ye Heav’ns Adore Him! 

 182 For Mary, Mother of our Lord 

 114 Come Down, O Love Divine 

 443 Mary Had a Baby, Yes, Lord 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81188370718?pwd=MVVDelNMbEppRldBYnFpN0NwT1hhQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81188370718?pwd=MVVDelNMbEppRldBYnFpN0NwT1hhQT09
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Prayers and readings for this Sunday  
 

The Collect 
Almighty and everlasting God, 

who stooped to raise fallen humanity 

through the child-bearing of blessed Mary: 

grant that we, who have seen your glory 

revealed in our human nature 

and your love made perfect in our weakness, 

may daily be renewed in your image 

and conformed to the pattern of your Son 

Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen 

 

Post Communion Prayer 

God most high, 

whose handmaid bore the Word made flesh: 

we thank you that in this sacrament of our redemption 

you visit us with your Holy Spirit 

and overshadow us by your power; 

strengthen us to walk with Mary the joyful path of obedience 

and so to bring forth the fruits of holiness; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen! 
 

 

Old Testament Reading: Micah 5.2-4
2  But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, 

   who are one of the little clans of Judah, 

from you shall come forth for me 

   one who is to rule in Israel, 

whose origin is from of old, 

   from ancient days. 
3  Therefore he shall give them up until the time 

   when she who is in labour has brought forth; 

then the rest of his kindred shall return 

   to the people of Israel. 
4 And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord, 

    in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. 

And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great 

    to the ends of the earth; 
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The Psalm: Psalm 45 A Love Song 
 

Gracious God, we thank you for the gift of love. 

 

Listen, my daughter, hear  

and ponder my words;  

forget your own people and  

your father’s home!  

The king desires your beauty.  

He is your Lord. Bow down to him! 

The people of Tyre will come with  

their gifts;  

the wealthiest people  

will court your favor. 

 

Gracious God, we thank you for the gift of love. 

 

The royal bride, daughter of a king,  

is richly clothed with honor,  

with cloth of gold. 

In her gorgeous robes,  

she is brought to you, O king; 

Her maiden friends escort her to you. 

With joy and gladness,  

they lead her to you,  

bring her to your palace. 

 

Gracious God, we thank you for the gift of love. 

 

In place of your parents you shall  

have sons  

and make them princes over  

all the world. 

 

I, the Holy One,  

will make your name remembered  

from generation to generation,  

and all nations will praise you  

to all eternity. 

 

Gracious God, we thank you for the gift of love. 
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The Gospel: Matthew 1.18-23 
 
18 Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary 

had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with 

child from the Holy Spirit. 19Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling 

to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 20But just when he 

had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, 

‘Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child 

conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you are to name 

him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.’ 22All this took place to fulfil 

what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 

 
23 ‘Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 

    and they shall name him Emmanuel’, 

which means, ‘God is with us.’ 
 
 

This week, please remember in your prayers these areas of our parish: Clothall Corner; 

South Road; Laxton Gardens; Walnut Avenue; Pembroke Road 

*Those in need of healing:  Paula Conder, Nicky Bull, Phil Charsley, Lorraine Northern, 

Muriel Peterson, Andy Ball, Dave Chadwick, Jennie Ledster, Pauline Chilten,               

Jim McNally, Mark Horton, Chris Page, Michael Muir 

Those who have died recently: Sylvia Crombie 

Those whose anniversary of death is remembered this week: Ernest Bunch;           

Gladys Butcher; Dick Knightley; Mavis Bottomley; Joseph Carroll; Kitty King;            

Bert Harvey 

* Please let Revd Phillipa know if you would like your name to remain for longer than 1 month. 

 
 

 

9am – 9.05am: Pre-service Prayer Meeting in the Trinity Chapel – all are 

welcome to join us as we pray for the spiritual and numerical growth of our church. 

 

A Prayer for Growth 

God of Mission, 

Who alone brings growth to St Mary’s and St Margaret’s 

Send your Holy Spirit to give 

Vision to our planning, 

Wisdom to our actions, 

Joy to our worship 

And power to our witness. 

Help our churches to grow in numbers,  

In spiritual commitment to you, 

And in service to our local community. 
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We pray especially today, on our Patronal Festival, to increase our 

awareness of the Blessed Virgin Mary and her importance throughout 

Jesus' life, as she served God faithfully.  Through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

Giving to St. Mary’s:  As part of our worship, there is an opportunity to make a cash 

or electronic donation towards the ministry of our church.  Please consider becoming a 

regular supporter by joining the Parish Giving Scheme.  See our website to find out 

how: https://www.stmarysbaldock.org.uk/financial-giving/ or you can contact Parish 

Giving Scheme directly by telephone - 0333 002 1260. 
 

 

 

NEWS & EVENTS 

 

Bible Study groups – Bible Study Groups are restarting for September.  You are 

welcome to join us on a Sunday 7-8.30pm or Monday 1.30-3pm.  Both groups meet on 

a fortnightly basis.  Please contact the church office for more information.  
 

Growing Voices meet back this Wednesday 9th of September at 4pm in the church.  

Fun singing games and beautiful music for children ages 5 – 13 years.  All welcome. 
 
 

Unicorn Ceilidh are seeking volunteers from St Mary’s and St Margaret’s Churches to 

help out at the bar at their next ceilidh dance on the evening of Friday 11th September.  

Please let Cheryl at the office know if you can help with this. 
 

 

Bike ‘n Hike – Saturday 12th September: The sponsored Bike 'n 

Hike is an annual fundraising event organised by the Beds and Herts Historic 

churches Trust. The aim is to raise money both for the Trust and for St Mary’s 

Church. Please let me know if you would like a sponsorship form and a list of 

participating churches (both of which can be found on their website:  

 https://bedshertshct.org.uk/Bike-n-Hike/) Can’t walk or cycle?  Can you help on the 

day by manning the signing in form / refreshment point? Please sign up at the back of 

church this week. 

Baldock Big Walk Update – Members of the congregation are continuing their 

challenge to walk 195 miles around Hertfordshire this year, raising money for 

Church Hall improvements. Leg 12 is on Sunday 13th September.  There’s still time to 

get involved.  If you would like to walk some of the course, please email 

Baldockbigwalk@gmail.com for more details. You can also sponsor the walkers here:  

https://www.peoplesfundraising.com/fundraising/big-hertfordshire-walk. 

 

 

 

https://www.stmarysbaldock.org.uk/financial-giving/
http://www.b-n-h.co.uk/
mailto:Baldockbigwalk@gmail.com
https://www.peoplesfundraising.com/fundraising/big-hertfordshire-walk
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Ecofest – organised by Baldock Beats Waste, will be on the High Street on Saturday 

19th September. From 10am – 4pm there will be stalls and activities focusing on 

sustainability and green living.  We will have an Eco Church stall at this event.  Please 

come along or let Katrina know if you’d like to be involved in helping with the stall. 

 

Kitchen Clean Team - can you help? enabling us to serve food and drinks at our 

groups and services, by signing up for a one or two hour slot on Saturday 19th 

September, 9.00am – 12.00pm.  A sign up sheet will be on the coffee table at church 

this week.  Please ask Cheryl if you would like to find out more. 

 

Harvest Parish Praise! with Brunch – Sunday 20th September at 9.30am.  Join us 

in the hall for our Harvest Parish Praise! service followed by pastries and bacon rolls.  

 

Choral Evensong – Sunday 20th September at 6pm.  Please join us for a time of 

beautiful worship, led by our choir. 

 
Congratulations! to Antony Copsey, our Director of Music, who has been awarded 

the prestigious title of 'Senior International Master'' in Correspondence Chess.  This 

title has taken six years and over 500 games to accomplish and is an impressive 

achievement! 

 

Do you enjoy knitting?  Please let the office know if you would be interested in 

helping with a knitting project for North Herts Pride. 

 

Classical Contrasts Saturday 10th October 3.30pm – 4.30pm Hear a variety of 

instruments sing and dance in a concert designed to spark young imaginations while 

entertaining audiences of all ages.  If you can make a cake for this event, please 

contact Aileen Barry or speak to the office.    
 

Keep the date: Saturday 7th November - Intercession Training with Tim Bull 

- training for all those currently leading prayers of intercession in church or interested 

in doing so. 

 

Eco Tip:  Creation in Christ - to celebrate this new Festival in the Church of 

England and the start of Creationtide, keep watering (with a can) and deadheading 

flowers that are still blooming to encourage more flowers and much needed food for 

bees and other pollinators. (leave seed heads after the end of September). 
 

CCLI number: 752089 
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WEEK-AT-A-GLANCE 

 

Sun 6th Sept  Patronal Festival - The Feast of St Mary 

8.00am Holy Communion (Revd Phillipa Maddox with preacher 

Mike Maddox) 

9.30am Parish Communion (Revd Phillipa Maddox with preacher 

Mike Maddox) 

11.30am Messy Church in the hall 
Mon 7th      5.00pm Silent Prayer on Zoom 

Tues 8th      Birth of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

   10.30am Service at Magdalene Court 

5.00pm Evening Prayer on Zoom 

Wed 9th        10.00am Tiny Tots in church 

11.15am Holy Communion 

4.00pm  Growing Voices children’s singing club – all welcome 

Thu 10th        5.00pm Evening Prayer on Zoom 

6.45pm Choir Practice    

Sun 13th 8.00am Holy Communion (Revd Phillipa Maddox) 

9.30am Parish Communion (Revd Phillipa Maddox) 
 

 

CONTACT DETAILS 

Rector: Revd Phillipa Maddox: rev.phillipa@stmarysbaldock.org.uk 01462 545310 

(day off: Friday) 

Lay Ministers: Katrina Nice: katrina@stmarysbaldock.org.uk  

Mike Maddox: mike@stmarysbaldock.org.uk  

Churchwardens: David Morgan: 07974 913041 churchwarden@stmarysbaldock.org.uk 

Steven Shepperson-Smith: churchwarden1@stmarysbaldock.org.uk  

Parish Administrator: 01462 892838 admin@stmarysbaldock.org.uk 

Safeguarding Officer: Sarah West: safe_guarding@stmarysbaldock.org.uk 

DBS Officer: DBS@stmarysbaldock.org.uk 

Hall Hire: Hall_Hire@stmarysbaldock.org.uk  

Messy Church: messychurchbaldock@gmail.com  

Website: www.stmarysbaldock.org.uk 

Parish Giving Scheme: https://www.stmarysbaldock.org.uk/financial-giving/  
 

Next week’s readings: Exodus 14.19-end, Psalm 114, Romans 14.1-12,                

Matthew 18.21-35 

 

The angel said to Joseph "Mary will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he 

will save his people from their sins." 

mailto:rev.phillipa@stmarysbaldock.org.uk
mailto:katrina@stmarysbaldock.org.uk
mailto:mike@stmarysbaldock.org.uk
mailto:churchwarden@stmarysbaldock.org.uk
mailto:churchwarden1@stmarysbaldock.org.uk
mailto:admin@stmarysbaldock.org.uk
mailto:safe_guarding@stmarysbaldock.org.uk
mailto:DBS@stmarysbaldock.org.uk
mailto:Hall_Hire@stmarysbaldock.org.uk
mailto:messychurchbaldock@gmail.com
http://www.stmarysbaldock.org.uk/
https://www.stmarysbaldock.org.uk/financial-giving/

