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 St. Mary the Virgin, Baldock.  

St. Margaret of Antioch, Bygrave.  

“Growing in Love” 

 

Creation Service 

Worship on Sunday 23rd August 2026 
 

8.00am  Holy Communion  
A simple, peaceful start to the day, taking place at the High Altar. Revd Phillipa 

Maddox will be leading and our Lay Minister Katrina Nice will be preaching at our 

worship. 

 

9.30am  All Age Communion  
Revd Phillipa Maddox will be leading and our Lay Minister Katrina Nice will be 

preaching at our Creation Service today. 

 

2.00pm  Baptism 
Teddy John Sheppard and Lilly Frances Elizabeth Sheppard 

 
Evening Prayer and Silent (Contemplative) Prayer are Zoomed on the days shown in    

Week at a Glance (use the link below for both). Everyone is warmly invited to these prayer 

sessions 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81188370718?pwd=MVVDelNMbEppRldBYnFpN0NwT1hhQT09 

Meeting ID: 811 8837 0718   Passcode: 188423 
 

Next Sunday’s worship: 30th August 2026 – 13th after Trinity 
8.00am Holy Communion (Revd Beverly Hanshaw)  

9.30am All Age Communion (Revd Beverly Hanshaw) 

 

Hymns:     6 All Creatures of our God and King v 1,3,4,7 

 900 Think of a World Without Any Flowers 

 448 Meekness and Majesty 

 332 I, the Lord of Sea and Sky 

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81188370718?pwd=MVVDelNMbEppRldBYnFpN0NwT1hhQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81188370718?pwd=MVVDelNMbEppRldBYnFpN0NwT1hhQT09
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Prayers and readings for this Sunday  
 

The Collect 
Glorious God, 

the whole creation proclaims your marvellous work; 

increase in us a capacity to wonder and delight in it, 

that heaven’s praise may echo in our hearts  

and our lives be spent as good stewards of the earth 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 

 

 

 

Act of commitment for the care of creation 

Lord of life and giver of hope, 

We pledge ourselves to care for creation, 

To reduce our waste, 

To live sustainably, 

And to value the rich diversity of life. 

May your wisdom guide us, 

That life in all its forms may flourish, 

And may be faithful in voicing creation’s praise. 

May the commitment we have made this day be matched by our faithful living. 

Amen! 

 

 

New Testament Reading: 1 Timothy 6.7-10, 17-19 
7 for we brought nothing into the world, so that we can take nothing out of it;  8 but if 

we have food and clothing, we will be content with these. 9 But those who want to 

be rich fall into temptation and are trapped by many senseless and harmful desires 

that plunge people into ruin and destruction. 10 For the love of money is a root of all 

kinds of evil, and in their eagerness to be rich some have wandered away from the 

faith and pierced themselves with many pains. 

 
17 As for those who in the present age are rich, command them not to be haughty, or 

to set their hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but rather on God who richly 

provides us with everything for our enjoyment. 18 They are to do good, to be rich in 

good works, generous, and ready to share, 19 thus storing up for themselves the 

treasure of a good foundation for the future, so that they may take hold of the life 

that really is life. 
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The Gospel: John 15.1-17 

15 ‘I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine-grower. 2He removes every branch 

in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear 

more fruit. 3You have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. 4 

Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it 

abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. 5 I am the vine, you are the 

branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from 

me you can do nothing. 6 Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a 

branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7 If 

you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be 

done for you. 8 My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become 

my disciples. 9 As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. 10 If 

you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my 

Father’s commandments and abide in his love. 11 I have said these things to you so 

that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete. 

 
12 ‘This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13 No 

one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14 You are my 

friends if you do what I command you. 15 I do not call you servants any longer, 

because the servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have called you 

friends, because I have made known to you everything that I have heard from my 

Father. 16 You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and 

bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in 

my name. 17 I am giving you these commands so that you may love one another. 
 
 

 

This week, please remember in your prayers these areas of our parish: Eagle Court, 

Farriers Close, Lavender Court, Sauvignes Court, Bowmans Green 

*Those in need of healing:  Paula Conder, Nicky Bull, Phil Charsley, Lorraine Northern, 

Muriel Peterson, Andy Ball, Dave Chadwick, Joan Brasier, Jennie Ledster,             

Pauline Chilten, Mark Horton, Jim McNally, Chris Page, Michael Muir 

Those who have died recently:  David Williams 

Those whose anniversary of death is remembered this week: Laurie Browne;        

Angela Hunter; Norah Butler; Anne Lewis; Minnie Charter 

* Please let Revd Phillipa know if you would like your name to remain for longer than 1 month. 
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9am – 9.05am: Pre-service Prayer Meeting in the Trinity Chapel – all are 

welcome to join us as we pray for the spiritual and numerical growth of our church. 

 

 

A Prayer for Growth 

God of Mission, 

Who alone brings growth to St Mary’s and St Margaret’s 

Send your Holy Spirit to give 

Vision to our planning, 

Wisdom to our actions, 

Joy to our worship 

And power to our witness. 

Help our churches to grow in numbers,  

In spiritual commitment to you, 

And in service to our local community. 

We pray that we have a growing commitment to heal the earth so that 

future generations may rejoice in the beauty of your creation.  Through Jesus 

Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

 

 

Giving to St. Mary’s:  As part of our worship, there is an opportunity to make a cash 

or electronic donation towards the ministry of our church.  Please consider becoming a 

regular supporter by joining the Parish Giving Scheme.  See our website to find out 

how: https://www.stmarysbaldock.org.uk/financial-giving/ or you can contact Parish 

Giving Scheme directly by telephone - 0333 002 1260. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

NEWS & EVENTS 

 
 

Bible Study groups – Bible Study Groups will restart for September.   

You are welcome to join us on a Sunday 7-8.30pm or Monday 1.30-3pm.  Both groups 

meet on a fortnightly basis.  Please contact the church office for more information. 

 

Unicorn Ceilidh are seeking volunteers from St Mary’s and St Margaret’s Churches to 

help out at the bar at their next ceilidh dance on the evening of Friday 11th September.  

Please let Cheryl at the office know if you can help with this. 

https://www.stmarysbaldock.org.uk/financial-giving/
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Bike ‘n Hike – Saturday 12th September: The sponsored Bike 'n 

Hike is an annual fundraising event organised by the Beds and Herts Historic 

churches Trust. The aim is to raise money both for the Trust and for St Mary’s 

Church. Please let me know if you would like a sponsorship form and a list of 

participating churches (both of which can be found on their website:  

http://www.b-n-h.co.uk/) Can’t walk or cycle?  Can you help on the day by manning 

the signing in form / refreshment point? Please sign up at the back of church this 

week. 

 

 

Kitchen Clean Team - can you help? enabling us to serve food and drinks at our 

groups and services, by signing up for a one or two hour slot on Saturday 19th 

September, 9.00am – 12.00pm.  A sign up sheet will be on the coffee table at church 

this week.  Please ask Cheryl if you would like to find out more. 
 

 

Eco Tip:  Remember to keep windows closed and curtains shut in the daytime on 

windows facing the sun to help keep the heat out, only opening windows  once the 

outside temperature is lower than inside. 
 

 

CCLI number: 752089 
 
 

Next week’s readings: Exodus 3.1-15, Psalm 105.1-6, 23-26, 45b, Romans 12.9-end, 

Matthew 16.21-end 

 

 

 

 

Baldock Big Walk Update – Members of the congregation are continuing their 

challenge to walk 195 miles around Hertfordshire this year, raising money for 

Church Hall improvements. The latest leg took place on Saturday 25th July, 

Broxbourne to Hertford.  There’s still time to get involved.  If you would like to walk 

some of the course, please email Baldockbigwalk@gmail.com for more details. You 

can also sponsor the walkers here:  

https://www.peoplesfundraising.com/fundraising/big-hertfordshire-walk. 

 

 

 

http://www.b-n-h.co.uk/
mailto:Baldockbigwalk@gmail.com
https://www.peoplesfundraising.com/fundraising/big-hertfordshire-walk
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WEEK-AT-A-GLANCE 

 

Sun 23rd August Creation Service 

8.00am Holy Communion (Revd Phillipa Maddox and preacher 

Katrina Nice)  

9.30am All Age Communion (Revd Phillipa Maddox and 

preacher Katrina Nice) 

2.00pm  Baptism of Teddy John Sheppard and Lilly Frances 

Elizabeth Sheppard 
Mon 24th    Bartholomew the Apostle 

5.00pm No Silent Prayer today 

Tues 25th       5.00pm No Evening Prayer today 

Wed 26th        10.00am Tiny Tots meeting in Avenue Park (not in church) 

11.15am Holy Communion 

No Growing Voices children’s singing club today as summer break 

Thu 27th      Monica, mother of Augustine of Hippo, 387 

5.00pm Evening Prayer on Zoom 

6.45pm Choir Practice  

Fri 28th  Augustine, bishop, teacher of the faith, 430  

Sat 29th   Beheading of John the Baptist   

Sun 30th    13th Sunday after Trinity 

8.00am Holy Communion (Revd Beverly Hanshaw) 

9.30am All Age Communion (Revd Beverly Hanshaw) 
 

CONTACT DETAILS 

Rector: Revd Phillipa Maddox: rev.phillipa@stmarysbaldock.org.uk 01462 545310 

(day off: Friday) 

Lay Ministers: Katrina Nice: katrina@stmarysbaldock.org.uk  

Mike Maddox: mike@stmarysbaldock.org.uk  

Churchwardens: David Morgan: 07974 913041 churchwarden@stmarysbaldock.org.uk 

Steven Shepperson-Smith: churchwarden1@stmarysbaldock.org.uk  

Parish Administrator: 01462 892838 admin@stmarysbaldock.org.uk 

Safeguarding Officer: Sarah West: safe_guarding@stmarysbaldock.org.uk 

DBS Officer: DBS@stmarysbaldock.org.uk 

Hall Hire: Hall_Hire@stmarysbaldock.org.uk  

Messy Church: messychurchbaldock@gmail.com  

Website: www.stmarysbaldock.org.uk 

Parish Giving Scheme: https://www.stmarysbaldock.org.uk/financial-giving/  
 

 

Jesus said ' This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you". 

mailto:rev.phillipa@stmarysbaldock.org.uk
mailto:katrina@stmarysbaldock.org.uk
mailto:mike@stmarysbaldock.org.uk
mailto:churchwarden@stmarysbaldock.org.uk
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mailto:safe_guarding@stmarysbaldock.org.uk
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mailto:Hall_Hire@stmarysbaldock.org.uk
mailto:messychurchbaldock@gmail.com
http://www.stmarysbaldock.org.uk/
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