September/October 2025
Dear Everyone

Greetings from sunny San Francisco. | started writing this in September which somehow has become October when
we weren’t looking. Spring officially sprung on the 21stof September, which is also “students’ day”. Primary schools
run picnics and games days for their students, while secondary school kids participate in concerts and parties,

frequently involving alcohol-related trouble; there was a heavy police presence around San Francisco that weekend.

Photos this month are from our Scout “CaNaPa” which stands for
Campamento Nacional de Patrullas; National patrol camp. Running a
national camp with all the Scouts in the same field would be a logistical
nightmare and prohibitively expensive in a country the size of Argentina,
so the country is divided into small areas, and each area ran their own
camp simultaneously over the same weekend. In our “Zona 23" we
gathered 500 Scouts, divided in patrols of three to six members, in the
town of Villa del Rosario, on the banks of the river Xanaes.

Our Scouts had a great weekend, combining camp skills, workshops,
talks, games, treasure hunts, pioneering and construction activities,
hiking, cooking, and of course the ubiquitous campfires in the evening
where patrols took turns to present their favourite songs and sketches.

For the adults it was a full-on weekend leading activities and keeping
everyone safe and happy. But it was also a good time of connecting and
reconnecting with other Scout leaders from different districts, and
particularly of celebrating little moments and achievements as we
accompanied our young people through their different challenges.

In other news, Cintia’s little boy died at three weeks. He was born with
an enlarged heart and one ventricle, and he went into multiple organ
failure before he could be operated on. Argentina’s public health system
is excellent, but it is not the cutting edge of high-tech medicine, and in
today’s economic climate of cuts to public services, many medical
facilities are suffering acute shortages of even the simplest of resources.
We supported Cintia through the process of bringing him back to San
Francisco and the funeral, and Martin has been in frequent contact with
her over the last couple of weeks. We also keep up ongoing contact with
BB’s mum ExTeen. It was Little Sister’s birthday yesterday, and they all
came round this afternoon for tea, cake and presents. Please do
continue to pray for BB and those supporting him, particularly at school
where his behaviour is often a long way wide of acceptable.

Tomorrow Hazel has an appointment to obtain her obligatory teachers’ medical clearance, for which | have to travel
to Villa Maria; some 165kms, and three hours on a bus from here — remember we said distances are big in Argentina.
The last couple of weeks | have been gathering paperwork and rubber stamps in order to complete the lengthy list of
requirements — something like the treasure hunt games on Scout camp but without the fun parts. This is my third
attempt at finalising this process, although it is the first time | have got as far as buying a bus ticket — the other two
appointments were cancelled and rescheduled before | had finished gathering the paperwork.

Thank you for all your prayers and support. We hope you have a good month.
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