November 2025
Dear Everyone

Greetings from hot San Francisco. November grind has well set in; we are nearly at the point where everyone istoo
hot and tired to care any more, and every year we foreigners wonder to ourselves how much more humane it might
all be for the simple addition of a half-term break in late October. Ours not to reason why...

Hazel continues teaching English at the 2 de Abril primary school. | have four
year groups, from 31 to 6th grade. Grades four to six are working well at least
some of the time, third still confounds me. It is a difficult group even by the
standards of this school which collects tough assignments. In this class, literally
half of the kids have at least one parent in prison, mostly drug related, dealing
and stealing; one boy arrived new a few weeks ago after his mum was sent to
prison and he and his siblings have been split between a grandmother and an
aunt. Many students have patchy attendance, several have been highlighted as
at risk, although not a lot seems to be done beyond the highlighting, and some
have diagnosable pathologies, but to get a diagnosis requires private finances
way beyond the incomes of most people in this corner of the city.

| am trying to use the English classes to boost their literacy skills, so working
with phonics, especially where English and Spanish sounds coincide, e.g. c-a-t
and d-o-g; they like animals so we have used animals in many activities. Last
week we read Pete the Cat “I love my white shoes” (find it onYoutube for the
uninitiated). And since we now know Strawberry and Blueberry thanks to Pete
the Cat, this week we are going to learn the names of a few more fruits and then cut some up and eat them. It’s Ok,
we're in Argentina, kids don’t have allergies — seriously, we have never met anyone allergic to anything here, and the
person who manages to work out what it is about the northern hemisphere that causes allergies could probably make
alot of money. However, that is not on my desk for this afternoon because my next challenges involve groping my
way through Cordoba province’s online teachers’ portal, complete with a whole lot of new jargon to write reports for
my students and sign off the year. Handily, | was given a copy of the curriculum two weeks ago. This would almost
definitely have been more useful to me earlier in the year, but at least knowing what my planning should have
contained might offer some clues as to where to focus my report writing.

“ The Scouts are working towards our annual summer camp to the hills in

January; we have already held a couple of fundraisers, and we will make
our leaders’ trip to inspect the site at the end of this month. Last

. weekend the Scouts ran a service camp at the riding school, dividing the
group into teams for painting railings, digging holes and cutting back
foliage, all enlivened by a massive storm in the middle of Saturday

= afternoon dumping golf-ball sized hailstones and sending everyone

| running for cover. Fortunately it was short-lived, and the size of the hail-
stones will increase with every retelling of the cherished anecdote.

Martin is busy with church things and computer things, sometimes both at once. He is also doing the lion’s share of
the taxi duty with our offspring and BB to their various commitments and appointments, and he also does most of the
ongoing running around for the girls. ExTis now living closer to us which is easier for keeping an eye on her and the
family. Cintia also came yesterday to do some gardening jobs, so we keep tabs on her, and she earns a bit of money .

Thank you for all your prayers and support. We hope you have a good month.

Jonl § Daniel

Latin Link
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