August 2025
Dear Everyone

Greetings from sunny San Francisco. Apologies for the lack of newsletter last month. July rather escaped us as most
of us were either away or trying to get home again. Hazel, Joni and Danny popped over to the UK for the couple of
weeks of our school winter break. We enjoyed some holiday, seeing family and meeting with friends as well as
catching up with a few jobs that needed doing from that side of the pond. Hazel also preached in our Baldock church
on the first weekend. On our return, the flight was late leaving Heathrow, meaning that we missed our connection to
Buenos Aires, and ended up stranded in Barcelona, finally arriving home four days later than planned. Our luggage
arrived seventeen days later. There are worse places to be stranded than Barcelona, and we made the most of the
opportunity to see the city and swim in the Med, although the whole chapter might have been less stressful had a few
more of the airline/airport staff pretended to demonstrate a nod towards customer service. First world problems!

ji_:jg Now back in San Francisco, we all have our heads down for the long second

' half of the year. Martin, this week has been working on the church computer
for the Gloria de Dios. Upgrading the software had exposed weaknesses in the
hardware, which he has thus been sourcing and rebuilding that so it will work
with the latest versions of the software. Martin is also training a new helper
on the sound desk at church. Luis is part of our house-group in Acapulco. He is
a recovering alcoholic, who has been coming solidly to the group and to church
for about two years and is just starting to find the confidence to express his
opinions in the group, and to offer his services in different ways at church.

School support in the Santa
Teresita community room.

The rest of us are involved in various aspects of the school system, where the pace will
pick up during this second half of the year. In Cordoba province, there are now no
breaks apart from a couple of single days from here till Christmas, and in Argentina’s
black or white “pass the year or repeat the year” academic design, the pressure is on, at
least for some. Our school support project, run from the Catholic chapel community
rooms, is becoming busier. We have split the group in half and we are running a first
session and a second session, so we can give more focussed individual attention. Today
we celebrated a breakthrough with one of our little boys who has cerebral palsy and is
in mainstream school. He has been attending the group all year and today he is just
starting to put together enough syllables to read independently. Learning to match
letters to sounds has been particularly hard for him; his maths is well on target. Hazel
also did a little private dance today when | was helping one of the secondary school kids
with their English homework and realised that they are working on very similar material
to that which | am already using with my primary school year 6's.

For those who pray, as well as prayer for our projects in general, please remember Danny and Big Brother who both
need to up their game during this second semester. Danny is putting in some extra hours with a maths tutor, which
just leaves the other subjects(!), and BB is attending the community group with Hazel, and we are talking about
possibly adding some in-school support in his classroom. Joni continues coasting through school and reserves his real
energy for his extra-curricular sporting activities.

Also for those who pray, please remember Cintia “La Flaca” who lived with us for about seven years. She gave birth
to a little boy three days ago, and yesterday she and he were transferred to a specialized medical facility in Cordoba
as the baby has some heart defects. As yet we do not know exactly what the issues are or what treatment has been
indicated, but she says that he is on oxygen, and they have been talking about possible surgery in a different hospital.

Thank you for all your prayers and support. We hope you have a good month.

Latin Link
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