May 2025

Dear Everyone

Greetings from Autumn in San Francisco. Unusually we are having rain—
normally the last rains of the year are in April, and then it is pretty much dry
till October. Here it is grey and drizzly, but further north, the indigenous
communities have been experiencing flooding, causing some communities
to have to relocate and rebuild from scratch. Our colleagues in Salta have
been involved in coordinating relief and rebuilding operations. Further
south, parts of the west zone of Buenos Aires are currently under water.
(Photo pasted from news site). This is the area where Pastor Ramon and his
congregation are located. We have spoken today, and he says that the
streets are flooded, but so far, his house and those of his neighbours are ok.

Our news for this month is that Hazel has just started doing some
teaching hours, delivering the English curriculum for the 2 de Abril
CENTRO primary school. This is the school where Danny attended, and where BB

EDUCATIVO currently attends, also, most of the students who come to our
2 DE ABRIL

neighbourhood school support group. | found out by chance that they
have not had an English teacher for the last three years, despite English
being a mandatory subject for forth grade and up, and apparently the
head had not thought to ask me. There was quite a paper chase and
some tough negotiating involved to persuade the local education body
to authorise me, but we managed it; they threw in the towel when |
suggested that if they really wanted to measure my suitability, they could interview me
in English. 1 am now on week three, doing six hours a week, split between grades
three to six. Itis a complex school socially, many of the students come from difficult
home situations; today a little girl arrived whose mother has just been sent to prison.
It is also an environment where expectations of the kids, and therefore teaching
standards, are low, and many (most?) of the teachers seem tired and disillusioned, and
| marking time till retirement. My third-grade class are mostly not yet literate in Spanish
which obviously adds some challenge to teaching them English, and there are several
students in all grades who appear to have additional learning needs of one variety and
another, but mostly | am finding that the kids respond enthusiastically to the activities
| that | bring for them. The upside to the low expectations is that if | achieve anything at
all, it will be deemed more than sufficient by the leadership; it goes without saying that
this is not the standard that | have set for myself, but it does mean that the pressure is
off, and we can all have fun along the way. More pictures can be found on their

Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/c.e.dos.de.abril

Earlier this month we were in Cordoba city for the few days of our Latin Link southern cone team conference. It was
good to see everyone and meet the short-termers who we often don’t get to see. Most of our team has known each
other for a long time, and we stay in regular contact with whatsapp and zoom meetings, but there is no real substitute
for face-to-face communication. We caught up with each others’ lives and ministries in the feedback sessions,
covered some topics that needed to be discussed in the business sessions, and organised a trip to a big park with
zipwires, crazy golf and the like which was enjoyed by all, especially the kids. Hazel remains on the exec and with a
few other roles. Martin is currently configuring some technological tools that we are supposed to be using, such as
the intranet, a new chat client, institutional email addresses and other things that Hazel mostly tries to avoid. Thank
you for all your prayers and support. We hope you have a good month.
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