April 2025
Dear Everyone

Greetings from lovely Autumn; the best season in San Francisco. Our 2024 Christmas cards have literally just arrived
in a stack through the letterbox, so belated thanks to everyone. And to anyone wanting to ask about the reliability of
our postal service, that's everything you needed to know(!), although to be fair, shopping online within Argentina
does work pretty well these days, having come of age during Covid.

T This month, feedback on our trip to Buenos Aires, and the new Scouting season.

. Hazel and the three boys went to Buenos Aires, where we spent some time in
Rafael Castillo with Pastor Ramon and Fran, and Hazel preached in their church.
| preached on Rahab as promised, as a story of her rebellious courage, and
God’s honouring redemption and inclusion, which they liked very much. A
couple of seasoned church-goers confessed that they had never noticed Rahab

| before, and they were going to go home and re-read her. Ramon has been
offered the use of a larger building on another estate, which he is considering,
not for his existing congregation who mostly hail from his neighbourhood but
thinking about a possible community project, such as a subsidized child-care
facility for working parents in minimum wage/informal sector employment.

From Rafael Castillo, we spent a day in Capital Federal— downtown Buenos
Aires. We had Big Brother with us, and he has never seen much of his capital
city, so we did the dance around the Casa Rosada (presidential palace), the
Plaza de Mayo and the Cabildo (site of the May revolution leading up to
Argentina’s independence; “they made me draw that at school last year!”). We
also watched the build-up to the annual “Nunca Mas” (Never Again) human
rights march, remembering the 30,000 citizens who were disappeared in the
"dirty years” of Argentina’s dictatorship during the 1970’s and early 1980’s.

Closer to home, Scout activities restarted at the end of March with a leaders’ training
event as Argentina are rolling out an updated programme for the new generation. Now,
since the beginning of April, activities are well underway for the year. In our group we
have a full contingent of leaders — almost unheard of — for which we give heartfelt
thanks. This means we can offer Scouting as an option for more young people and still
remain within legally required ratios for our insurance cover.

A little story of one of our Scouts, Vale. Vale is thirteen, she has two older brothers who
both have learning disabilities, and her father suffered a break-down last year, so her
mother has been the sole breadwinner in the household, and Vale has had to grow up

summer camp, her mother told us, Vale went home, locked herself in her bedroom and
cried. When her mum was able to ask her what happened, Vale said, “I had such a good §
time on Scout camp, I’'m not sure | wanted to come back to all this”. Clearly there is very .
little we can do to change the circumstances of Vale’s life, (or any of our other kids who
live in difficult situations), but it is so important that she can have this little bit of time
and space to be young and enjoy different challenges, goof around with friends, and
experience something of a world bigger than her own reality.

”We bring the holy things of the church onto the holy streets of the city, because on some level the violence and
despair of Good Friday is a constant human reality”. (Nadia Bolz Weber)

Next, we are gearing up for our forthcoming Latin Link team conference from the 15t to 5t of May in Cordoba city.
Hazel is involved in the organization. Thank you for all your prayers and support. We hope you have a good month.
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