May 2024

Dear Everyone

A month in four photos....

Greetings from chilly San Francisco. This is the best of autumn here. Our
unheated house is cold at night, but the crisp clear days really bring out the
changing colours and are perfect for cycling around the city and beyond. The
photo on the right is a corner of the paddocks at the riding school, where the
various activities of the year are well underway throughout the week.

School support has restarted this month (second photo), in the small Catholic
chapel in “barrio 800” — a government social housing project of 800 dwellings.
This is the same neighbourhood where Danny went to primary school, so we are
already known to many of the families. Our team of volunteer teachers, from a
mixture of catholic and evangelical churches, are running three afternoon
sessions this year, and word appears to have got round, as we already have
probably double the number of students compared to last year and we have
only been up and running for a couple of weeks. We are in discusion as to how
many kids we can reasonably provide a quality service for, but we have not yet
made a decision on limiting numbers, partly because attendance is quite erratic;
some days we have the whole neighbourhood squashed around the tables, while
on other days there might only be six students. This is not completely surprising =
as many of these families are also quite patchy in their school attendance, but it
is giving us some organisational challenges to be able to respond to the demand
on busy days, while not having teachers sitting around on quiet ones.

The house-group in barrio Acapulco is taking off very nicely (third photo). We
are growing numerically and enjoying reading the Bible together. They are a
good bunch, each with their own histories and current challenges as with any
group of people. | (Hazel) started taking biscuits along, which has helped to
develop more informal fellowship as folk are starting to stick around for longer
and chat over mate or coffee after the study.

Last weekend the Scout group ran a locro (forth photo). Our Scouts don’t charge
subs as most of our families wouldn’t be able to pay, so we run events to raise
the funds we need. Locro is a great Argentinean institution; stew based on
beans, maize, pumpkin and offal. It was a traditional way of using up left-over
bits of animal — trotters, tripe, intestines. Locro events start with selling
vouchers a few days before. On Saturday morning we get together to chop
pumpkin and boil intestines. Then the maize and beans are put to soak
overnight, and the real fun starts at 6.30 a.m on Sunday when the fires are lit
and the locro is cooked to perfection, slowly, in several big dustbins, stirring
continually (see photo of Joni below, that makes five). At midday, when the
vegetable matter is well broken down and the animal parts are tender, people
start arriving with pots and pans to collect their portions of locro to take home.
Locro weekends are hard work, but they make us a very good profit, and they also generate a wonderful, lively
atmosphere of team-spirit, and enable our young people to feel that they have a real stake in their Scout group.

Thank you for all your prayers and support. We hope you have a good month.
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