Sermon
Ascension Day
25th May 2022

· Many people think of the bible as completely unrelated to modern day life.
· Nothing about modern day transport, mobile phones, foreign holidays, computers or heart transplants

· All the good things we’ve come to enjoy and think of as our right

· And in one sense I’d agree.
· But just maybe that’s because there’s so much in our daily lives that is not part of God’s plan for how we might be living coherently in the world.

· And there is another view, to which I’d also subscribe which clearly says that if we start living out of balance, whether that’s be taking too much for granted, or living too selfishly, or ignoring our creator God and thinking everything we have is ours to do what we like with, then there will be consequences

· Would you agree that the majority of the world, and especially the more privileged areas of the world are definitely living out of balance lives at the moment?

· I further believe that the bible preaches a God of love.  A God who is so crazily in love with us that he will do anything, even share life with us, even share death for us, to help bring us back to a more sensible and generous way of living.
· Where perhaps many of us at St Mary’s differ from some other Christians is that we preach that God will not only save his beloved humanity, but he will also save his created world from the sinful actions of people like you and me.

· The bible has countless examples of prophets in the Old Testament and Jesus in the Gospels and Paul in the Epistles exhorting us to live more generous, more God-centred lives.

· And just occasionally, after prophets, or Jesus , or one of the apostles speak, people do.  Usually, at least in the New Testament because they have been influenced by the power of the Holy Spirit and made a dramatic change in lifestyle, repenting, turning and facing the living God

· But far more frequently they don’t.  And then there are consequences.  Be it plague, famine or invading forces.

· But throughout all this God remains constant, saving his chosen people, saving individuals and saving the planet.

· I do not see individuals making radical lifestyle changes at the moment with the very real threat of climate change.

· I will go further.  I do not see any individuals with the possible exception of Greta Thunberg giving up very many of the things we have grown accustomed to.

· And I also see millions of people in places thousands of miles away reaping the effects of climate change today.  And the numbers affected will only rise and I am sorry to say but I suspect it is vastly more likely that those who are wealthy will become more protective of what they have rather than less as the number of climate refugees on their doorstep begins to be more noticeable.

· But the hope, the Christian hope, is that God will save humanity.  He will save creation and restore the balance. But he can only do that when really radical lifestyle changes have taken place by people like you and me.
· So does that mean there is not much point doing anything because we cannot influence what is going to happen?  Not a bit of it!

· The Christian call is to live as simply and as generously as you can.  To make sacrifices. To make changes.  To be prepared to turn and repent and give up the corrosive expectations that we hold so dear and to keep God central.  I believe that is living by the Spirit.

· That allows us to live with integrity and with our heads held high.

· That allows us to be more ready and prepared when the lifestyle choices are forcibly removed from us by the effects of global instability caused by climate change

· That allows us to enjoy a simpler life when it comes.  We will be ready.  The Spirit will be working through us.,  God will be saving the planet and we will be part of slimmed down remnant of humanity who are more aware of our own limitations and the trouble we can get into by putting ourselves first instead of God or our neighbour.

· And now for a more optimistic view from Katrina!
