
Sermon for Ascension Day 13 May 2021 : Luke 24:44-53,  Acts 1:1-11 

Luke’s Ascension account is full of joy and hope and empowerment from Jesus. 

You might think the disciples would be disappointed - that just when they were getting used to the 

risen Jesus being around them, he disappears from their sight for ever. 

 

But in the reading from Luke it says they worshipped him, their minds had been fully opened to 

understand the Scriptures, they were now certain about Jesus, the Son of God, the true Messiah, and 

that he had equipped them to be his witnesses, to spread the Good News,  and that repentance and 

forgiveness of sins was to be proclaimed in Jesus’ name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem.  

They are ecstatic, they return to the Temple to give thanks and praise to God and wait for the coming 

of the Holy Spirit upon them in 10 days time. (at Pentecost) 

 

So we too can be joyful and excited and inspired today by the celebration of Jesus’s Ascension into 

heaven - let us also be caught up in the emotion , the culmination of the days after Easter and the 

resurrection where we have been saying “Alleluia” at the incredible truth of life after death, new 

beginnings out of disaster, new hope for a change in the world around us and a new chapter in our 

own lives if we come closer to Jesus.  

We too can ascend in our spiritual lives - we can reach new heights of understanding, of our 

relationship with God through what Jesus has done for us, of living out our faith, of acting in peace 

and compassion, of connecting with the powerful mystery and the continual loving forgiveness of 

God when we mess up so frequently in so many ways. 

 

The clouds hid Jesus and took him out of the disciples’ sight. Clouds - often a symbol for God in the 

bible- things we cannot touch physically and that have a sense of mystery of what is beyond….of 

eternity. 

Since the first lockdown I found a sense of awe and wonder looking at clouds from the mound by the 

bypass at the far end of Clothall Common - there was a majesty and the sense of the vastness of 

space, the universe that was beyond my understanding, but so inspiring and wonderful and not made 

by man, but made by God. 

I was so tiny in comparison, but not in a scary way, but in a humble and peaceful way, reassured that 

I wasn’t in charge, that out there was something much greater than me, that when I let go and 

absorbed the vastness and beauty of the natural world, I became more grounded, more able to cope, 

less anxious, joyfully uplifted- this is surely the risen and ascended Christ being present to us, 

igniting his Holy Spirit within us, bringing us closer to seeing things through God’s eyes, bringing us 

closer to Jesus, present in the world around us. 

 

Following Jesus brings us transformation, hope, empowerment and also peace, the peace of God 

which passes all understanding, the all-encompassing vastness of God’s love like the clouds that 

seem to stretch forever leading us to gaze upwards in awe and wonder- upwards towards where 

Jesus has ascended, but in spirit he is with each one of us,  - and then for us “to come back down to 

earth”, strengthened and equipped to live his risen life as disciples of Jesus, striving to bring in God’s 

kingdom wherever we are. 

So when you next see clouds - either dramatic storm clouds, small wispy white trails , thick heavy 

grey rain-bearing clouds , pause and let your mind ascend to the heavens, be enveloped in wonder at 

the vast and unending love of God for all of his creation and in particular for you, as you open 

yourself up for the Holy Spirit to fall afresh on you every day, but especially on the feast of Pentecost 

in 10 days time. 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, Amen  Katrina Nice, 13.5.21 


