
Sermon Baptism of Christ 10th January 2021  9am and 10.15am (Z) Genesis 1:  1 – 5;  Mark 1:  4 - 11 

Heavenly Father, as we hear scripture, help us welcome the Spirit and enable us to be the body of Christ.  Amen. 

 What are your emotions about lockdown?  A chaotic anxiety?  A long dark grind?  Worry and uncertainty?  

Does it make you slightly suspicious of everyone you pass not wearing a mask?  Are you left feeling frustrated 

that you can’t do what you want?  I sincerely that not all these are accurate for you.  Indeed I sincerely hope 

that none are true and you are facing each day with perfect equanimity, but the evidence is that most of us will 

feel something akin to one of these, fairly often. 

 Anxiety, worry, uncertainty, darkness, feeling ground down by events, suspicion and frustration are all normal 

human responses.   That’s clearly why so many of them crop up in today’s readings. 

 Look at Genesis.  It starts with chaos.  ‘In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a 

formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep’.   

 One of the many valuable things about the biblical stories of creation is that they are founded on a delight of 

God for his creation, a creative energy as the Holy Spirit, the ‘wind from God swept over the face of the waters.’   

 God is pleased with what he has made.  Although it is not explicitly mentioned there is a clear sense that love is 

present throughout, the beauty which a loving God sees in what he has so lovingly made. 

o This is very different from every other ancient creation story I have heard of, most of which seem to 

centre around battling gods or sex and have a distinct human selfishness and self-interest about them. 

 God brought light into the darkness and he ‘saw that the light was good’.  Heaven and earth are still connected at 

this point.  There is no death or sinful division to separate them. 

 Day and night are delineated.  ‘God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and 

there was morning, the first day.’  Immediately we have time and a sense of movement.  The chaos is dispersed. 

 The problem is that human beings seek the darkness as much as the light.  You can hide more easily in the dark 

as Eve discovered when she shared the apple with Adam and they hid from God in the cool of the evening. 

 We too are in chaos.  The chaos of renewed lockdown.  Figures are remorselessly rising , the new strain of the 

virus is running amok as darkness covers the face of the nation. 

 Into this darkness came the vaccine, and we have seen that the vaccine is good.  We have separated the vaccine 

into distribution centres and given targets about inoculation.  We have a times plan, and some sense of 

movement.  It’s still pretty chaotic but we’ve only got to the end of Day 1 

 But the apple of wanting the vaccine first is hanging on the tree and I suspect we have taken a bite.  All has gone 

ominously quiet about rolling out the inoculations speedily in less fortunate, less powerful parts of the earth.  

We are busy forward purchasing as much as we can for ourselves. 

o Human selfishness and self-interest still pretty rife! 

 ‘John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness’ at the beginning of our Gospel reading from the beginning of Mark’s 

Gospel.  The wilderness, that barren place where little grows and there is little life.  A long dark grind of stony 

places, the occasional thorny scrub and little water apart from the life-bringing River Jordan flowing through the 

middle.  Not so much the darkening chaos of pre-creation.  More, depression, because little life is happening. 

 People flocked to John and he offered them ‘a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins’.  He baptized them 

in the life-giving River Jordan. 

o Why should someone in Eritrea be given an inoculation before someone from Bradford … or Baldock? 

o Why shouldn’t I be able to go for a walk with several friends.  After all I’m sure they’re not infectious. 

o I’ll just have another bottle of wine.  After all there’s nothing else to do during lockdown. 

 These are quite natural because we are fallen human beings but not necessarily healthy for our future wellbeing. 

 And we are hearing of the R number rising, social service referrals increasing, the mental health of the nation 

struggling and the physical fitness of children plummeting. 

 We are urged to rid ourselves of the selfish desires of wanting the vaccine first and other similar impulses. 

 It’s all a wilderness of a long slow depression.  We try hard but it’s an increasingly difficult struggle. 



 Into the middle of this mess steps Jesus, and immerses himself in it by being ‘baptized by John in the Jordan’. 

 John had said ‘‘The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the 

thong of his sandals. 8 I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.’’, so it wasn’t any 

more of a surprise for him than it was for us. 

o The Son of God came to share the same trials and temptations of life that we do and the Jewish people 

2 000 years ago did, except that the baptism of repentance worked rather better for him because he 

was so united with his Father that temptation wasn’t able to get a foot I the door, as we discover in the 

succeeding verses to this reading when he driven into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 

o So actually it’s not surprising that ‘as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and 

the Spirit descending like a dove on him. ‘ 

 3 years later when Jesus was crucified it looked as though God had lost the battle and sin had won.  The 

incarnate Son of God hung dying on a cross.  The light had gone out and chaos was returning.  Human beings 

were left in the wilderness and life had little meaning.  All the hopes and dreams of the disciples were dashed.  

They crawled away, broken men. 

 But although sin won the day on Good Friday, it did not win the battle when, two days later, the tomb was 

empty.  And it was no coincidence when after Jesus had reunited heaven and earth, returning to the first day of 

creation, by ascending into heaven, the Spirit dramatically descended upon the disciples at Pentecost. 

 For when Jesus rose from the dead, he enabled us to overcome the power of sin as well.  Forgiveness is always 

possible.  When we sink below the waters of baptism it’s as if we’re dying with Christ.  When we rise up again 

it’s as if we are rising to new life with Christ.  Just as Jesus was anointed by the Spirit so we are anointed too.  

We have the body of Christ within us.  We are the body of Christ.  And  so God the Father says to us, as well, 

‘You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased’.  Andrew, ‘You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well 

pleased’.  Say it with you name, Say it now.  (Andrew), ‘You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.’ 

 And if that’s true, then it matters not whether we are in a physical wilderness or not.  Whether we are 

threatened by the Corona Virus or not.  Because we are daughters and sons of the living God who is well 

pleased with us. 

 We may feel frustrated.  We may feel anxious.  We may feel suspicious of others or greedy for the vaccine or 

despondent about the future.  But as long as we recognize these for what they are, sinful human reactions to a 

fallen world, then we can allow the forgiving waters of baptism wash their power away. 

 And this has two miraculous effects.  The first is in the future.  Although we may struggle in the present we 

know that Christ has overcome sin’s hold on us in the future and nothing can separate us from the love of God. 

 The second is more immediate.  If I’m feeling angry that people on the other side of the country seem to be 

getting the vaccine quicker than me, it can eat me up.   

o If I’m tempted to anaesthetize my anxiety with self-indulgence, it’s unlikely to work long term.   

o If I’m inconsiderate of the safety of others by refusing to wear a mask, or walking too close to them 

when passing enough times it dulls my sense of community and I stop noticing I’m doing it.   

o If however I am more self-observant and notice these sins and acknowledge my failings before God, 

then it takes away their power and allows me to regain my self-esteem.  I know I’m loved by God, he’s 

told me I’m his beloved son.  And I may even be able to fight the battle a little more successfully 

because I’m more self-aware and I have the Spirit on my side. 

o And then I’ve taken a step to follow Jesus out of the wilderness and the light shines a little more brightly 

in that first day of creation. 

 So the challenge today seems obvious enough.  Watch yourself this week.  Watch yourself getting cross with 

people who make decisions.  Notice the people you meet and assess your effect upon them.  And notice what 

you are doing to get through the wilderness of lockdown and decide whether it is just masking the pain or 

inviting Jesus to share it. 

 And live your baptism.  Jesus’s baptism.  The breaking in of heaven to earth and his Spirit into your life.  Amen.  


