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  St. Mary the Virgin, Baldock.  

St. Margaret of Antioch, Bygrave. 

“BUILDING WITH CHRIST” 
 

Epiphany 

Worship on Sunday 3rd January 2021 

9am    Parish Communion in church 

Share in the sacrament of communion.  Enjoy the choir.  Wear a mask unless you 

are exempt.  We are delighted to be able to offer physical worship together. 

10.15am  Zoom Morning Worship 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85865137528?pwd=ZjVrV25sMzJKanNTN3pNZjdqMXVYdz09 

Meeting ID: 858 6513 7528   Passcode: 827152 

11.15am  Messy Church in the hall 

This will be an hour session. Sadly we will not be able to serve 

a meal but families are welcome to bring their own snacks and 

drinks. There will be craft, activities and worship on the theme 

of the Epiphany. Each bubble will have their own table with all the materials they 

need for the session. All welcome, but we will need you to book in before the 

session.  Please let Emma Wilkinson know via the church email or on 07836 749283. 

6pm    Zoom Evening Prayer 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81188370718?pwd=MVVDelNMbEppRldBYnFpN0NwT1hhQT09 

Meeting ID: 811 8837 0718   Passcode: 188423 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85865137528?pwd=ZjVrV25sMzJKanNTN3pNZjdqMXVYdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81188370718?pwd=MVVDelNMbEppRldBYnFpN0NwT1hhQT09
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Our Home Groups are operating on Monday evening at 

8pm, Tuesday evening at 7.30pm and Thursday morning at 

10.30am.  See Week at a Glance for dates this week.  And 

our young people meet each Sunday evening for a Zoom 

session.  Get in touch for more details.   

 

Christmas Tree Festival Worship Thanks – thank you to everyone who 

supported the event before Christmas.  It was a resounding success and 

wonderful to offer something positive to our community at this difficult time. 

We raised about £900 for the work of the church in the process! 

 

Evening Prayer is Zoomed most days.  You are warmly invited to join us! 
(check Week at a Glance for times on specific days) 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81188370718?pwd=MVVDelNMbEppRldBYnFpN0NwT1hhQT09 
 

Meeting ID: 811 8837 0718   Passcode: 188423 
 

Morning Prayer will be said most days in church, usually at 8.40am.   

You are also warmly invited to join in  
 

If you are aware of anyone who is unable to get food or medication etc, or people who 

are facing extra stress and anxiety or other problems and you cannot care for them 

yourselves, please get in touch.  .... and please continue praying for each other and for the 

wounded world in which we live.  If you are struggling yourself, please do not keep silent. 

 
 

Prayers and readings for this Sunday   

 

Hymn 724 We three Kings 
We three Kings of Orient are, 

bearing gifts we traverse afar, 

field and fountain, moor and mountain, 

following yonder star: 

 

O star of wonder, star of night, 

star with royal beauty bright, 

westward leading, still proceeding, 

guide us to thy perfect light. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81188370718?pwd=MVVDelNMbEppRldBYnFpN0NwT1hhQT09
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjdlZ28l9fkAhXlzoUKHVwzDhgQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https://www.metrolife.org/blog/post/i-love-my-crazy-home-group--and-i-should-be-committed&psig=AOvVaw0ZXQ3FP1dyYJxdrtApc98O&ust=1568786534826351
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Born a King on Bethlehem plain, 

gold I bring, to crown him again: 

King for ever, ceasing never, 

over us all to reign. [Refrain] 

 

Frankincense to offer have I, 

incense owns a Deity nigh; 

prayer and praising, gladly raising: 

worship him, God most high. [Refrain] 
 

Myrrh is mine: its bitter perfume 

breaths a life of gathering gloom; 

sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying, 

sealed in the stone-cold tomb. [Refrain] 

 

Glorious now, behold him arise, 

King, and God, and sacrifice! 

alleluia, alleluia, 

earth to heav’n replies. [Refrain] 

 

The Collect 
O God, 

who by the leading of a star 

manifested your only Son to the peoples of the earth: 

mercifully grant that we, 

who know you now by faith, 

may at last behold your glory face to face; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 

The Old Testament Reading  Isaiah 60:1-6 
Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 2 For 

darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the Lord will arise 

upon you, and his glory will appear over you. 3 Nations shall come to your light, and 

kings to the brightness of your dawn. 4 Lift up your eyes and look around; they all gather 

together, they come to you; your sons shall come from far away, and your daughters 

shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. 5 Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart 

shall thrill and rejoice, because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, the 

wealth of the nations shall come to you. 6 A multitude of camels shall cover you, the 

young camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. They shall bring 

gold and frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord. 

NOT USED AT 

OUR WORSHIP 
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Psalm 72  

1  Give the king your judgements, O God, ♦  

and your righteousness to the son of a king. 

2  Then shall he judge your people righteously ♦  

and your poor with justice. 

3  May the mountains bring forth peace, ♦  

and the little hills righteousness for the people. 

4  May he defend the poor among the people, ♦  

deliver the children of the needy and crush the oppressor. 

5  May he live as long as the sun and moon endure, ♦  

from one generation to another. 

6  May he come down like rain upon the mown grass, ♦  

like the showers that water the earth. 

7  In his time shall righteousness flourish, ♦  

and abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more. 

8  May his dominion extend from sea to sea ♦  

and from the River to the ends of the earth. 

9  May his foes kneel before him ♦  

and his enemies lick the dust. 

10  The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall pay tribute; ♦  

the kings of Sheba and Seba shall bring gifts. 

11  All kings shall fall down before him; ♦  

all nations shall do him service. 

12  For he shall deliver the poor that cry out, ♦  

the needy and those who have no helper. 

13  He shall have pity on the weak and poor; ♦  

he shall preserve the lives of the needy. 

14  He shall redeem their lives from oppression and violence, ♦  

and dear shall their blood be in his sight. 

15  Long may he live; unto him may be given gold from Sheba; ♦  

may prayer be made for him continually and may they bless him all the day long. 
 

The New Testament Reading Ephesians 3:1-12 
This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles 

- 2 for surely you have already heard of the commission of God’s grace that was given to 

NOT USED AT 

OUR WORSHIP 
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me for you, 3 and how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I wrote 

above in a few words, 4 a reading of which will enable you to perceive my understanding 

of the mystery of Christ. 5 In former generations this mystery was not made known to 

humankind, as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: 
6 that is, the Gentiles have become fellow-heirs, members of the same body, and sharers 

in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 7 Of this gospel I have become a 

servant according to the gift of God’s grace that was given to me by the working of his 

power. 8 Although I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given to me to 

bring to the Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ, 9 and to make 

everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all 

things; 10 so that through the church the wisdom of God in its rich variety might now be 

made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. 11 This was in 

accordance with the eternal purpose that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, 
12 in whom we have access to God in boldness and confidence through faith in him.  

 

The Gospel Matthew 2:1-12 
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from 

the East came to Jerusalem, 2 asking, ‘Where is the child who has been born king of the 

Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.’ 3 When 

King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4 and calling 

together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the 

Messiah was to be born. 5 They told him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been 

written by the prophet: 6 “And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means 

least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my 

people Israel.”’ 7 Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them 

the exact time when the star had appeared. 8 Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, 

‘Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so 

that I may also go and pay him homage.’ 9 When they had heard the king, they set out; 

and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped 

over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw that the star had stopped, they 

were overwhelmed with joy. 11 On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his 

mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure-chests, 

they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a 

dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 
 

This week, please remember in your prayers these areas of our parish: 

Hurst Close, Iredale View, Jeve Close, Rivett Close. 

Those in need of healing: 

Paula Conder, Jeanette Jackson, Penny and Douglas Mitchell, Liz Smith, 

baby Luca Mabert, Olive Elves, Peter Harris, Oliver Britton, Anne England, Martin Reed, 

Martyn Gray, Ron Crumpholt, John Pearson, David Dane, Karen Kynman, Alan Russell, 

Andy Ball, Brenda Copsey, Mary Muir, Margaret Arthur, Tracy Copping. 
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Those who have died recently 

Ralph Maytum, Agnes’ mum (Agnes), Nina Culham, Sheila Boudreau, Pat Cairns 

Those whose anniversary of death is remembered this week 

Linda Heaney, Anne Hutchins, Evelyn Hopkins, Helen Coombes, Christine Penfold, 

Doreen Bird, Leslie Carter, Olive Barker 
 

Communion Hymn (552) O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness  

O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness, 

bow down before him, his glory proclaim; 

with gold of obedience and incense of lowliness, 

kneel and adore him: the Lord is his name. 

 

Low at his feet lay your burden of carefulness: 

high on his heart he will bear it for thee, 

comfort thy sorrows and answer thy prayerfulness, 

guiding thy steps as may best for thee be. 

 

Fear not to enter his courts in the slenderness 

of the poor wealth thou wouldst reckon as thine: 

truth in its beauty and love in its tenderness, 

these are the off’rings to lay on his shrine. 

 

These, though we bring them in trembling and fearfulness, 

he will accept for the name that is dear; 

mornings of joy give for evenings of tearfulness, 

trust for our trembling and hope for our fear. 
 

Post Communion 
Lord God, 

the bright splendour whom the nations seek: 

may we who with the wise men have been drawn by your light 

discern the glory of your presence in your Son, 

the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 
Streaming Worship: We hope very much to be able to start streaming worship 

soon.  This Sunday will hopefully be a dry run but soon after it will be available for you 

to join in the Eucharistic Worship in church from the comfort of your own armchair!  

Thanks to David Morgan for enabling to happen. 

 
The next Baldock PCC Standing Committee will be on Monday 11th January on Zoom 
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Eco Tip for Christmas 2: Don't bin unwanted gifts : help the much needed circular 

economy flourish by donating them to a charity shop (you may need to wait a while) 

or charity bag collection scheme. 

 

Hidden Humour  
A joke about presents for the Feast of the Epiphany 

Thanks for the electric guitar you gave me for Christmas," the small boy said to his 

uncle the first time he saw him after the holidays. "It's the best present I ever got." 

“That's great," said his uncle. "Do you know how to play it?" 

"Oh, I don't play it," the little fellow said. "My mum gives me £1 a day not to play it 

during the day and my dad gives me £5 a week not to play it at night. 

 

Postage stamps for RNIB: Just a reminder that we are still collecting stamps in the 

box at the back of church. Thank you for continuing to support this charity throughout 

the year. This has enabled us to send several parcels of stamps for which they are very 

grateful. Missions Committee.  

 

Several people have suggested that a regular 12pm communion service in church 

would make it easier for them to attend as 9am and 9.30am are too early.  We hope to 

start one on the week beginning Jan 24th.  If you have a preference about which day it is 

on (Monday, Tuesday or Thursday), please let Andrew know. 

 

 

The Baldock distribution centre for the foodbank continues to operate 

from the church hall- Tuesdays and Fridays 10am to 12 noon. 

Donations of Long life fruit juice, dried milk, tinned meat, vegetables 

and fruit, sugar and coffee would be very gratefully received. 

 

Advent now Epiphany Stones Trail! 

Thank you to all who painted a stone for our Advent journey 

stone trail. Jesus has been born and now we celebrate his 

becoming known in the world!  

Happy Christmas and Epiphany! 

It’s not too late to add a stone (or another one!)- showing the 3 

Kings/a crown/gifts/ star/Jesus/love as we keep this wonderful 

story alive until Candlemas (2 Feb) and Christ’s presentation in 

the temple. (more info - Katrina) 

 

We wish you A New Year based on the sure hope of Jesus Christ. 
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WEEK-AT-A-GLANCE 
 

SUNDAY 3rd   Epiphany 

Jan 8.00am Morning Prayer in church 

 9.00am Parish Communion in church 

 10.15am Morning Worship on Zoom 

 11.15am Messy Church in hall 

 6.00pm Evening Prayer on Zoom 

Mon 4th  8.20am Morning Prayer in church  

 5.00pm Evening Prayer on Zoom 

 8.00pm Monday Home Group (contact Emma) 

Tues 5th    Church schools restart today 

 8.40am Morning Prayer in church 

 5.00pm Evening Prayer on Zoom 

Wed 6th   8.40am Morning Prayer in church 

 9.30am Holy Communion 

 5.00pm Evening Prayer on Zoom and in church 

Thu 7th  8.40am Morning Prayer in church 

 10.30am Thursday Home Group on Zoom (contact Katrina) 

 5.00pm Evening Prayer on Zoom 

Sat 9th  9.30am  Morning Prayer in church  

 5.00pm Evening Prayer on Zoom and in church 

SUNDAY 10th    Baptism of Christ 

 8.00am Morning Prayer in church 

 9.00am Parish Communion in church 

 10.15am Morning Worship on Zoom 

 11.15am Family Worship at Bygrave 

 6.00pm Evening Prayer on Zoom 
 

This grace was given to me to bring to the Gentiles the news of the boundless riches 

of Christ, and to make everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages 

in God who created all things. 
 

Rev’d Canon Andrew Holford: 01462 896273 2008luddite@gmail.com 

Lay Minister: Katrina Nice: kmnice2013@gmail.com / 07708 064294 

Alex Milne – Hall Hire: baldockbenefice@gmail.com / 01462 896149 
Church email: baldockbenefice@gmail.com; Website: www.stmarysbaldock.org.uk 

 

Next week’s readings: Genesis 1:1-5, Psalm 29, Acts 19:1-7, Mark 1:4-11 
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