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  St. Mary the Virgin, Baldock.  

St. Margaret of Antioch, Bygrave. 

“BUILDING WITH CHRIST” 
 

4th Sunday of Advent 

Worship on Sunday 20th December 

9am    Parish Communion in church 

Share in the sacrament of communion.  Enjoy the choir.  Wear a mask unless you 

are exempt.  We are delighted to be able to offer physical worship together. 

10.15am  Zoom Morning Worship 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85865137528?pwd=ZjVrV25sMzJKanNTN3pNZjdqMXVYdz09 

Meeting ID: 858 6513 7528   Passcode: 827152 

6pm    Zoom Evening Prayer 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81188370718?pwd=MVVDelNMbEppRldBYnFpN0NwT1hhQT09 

Meeting ID: 811 8837 0718   Passcode: 188423 

 

 

Our Home Groups are operating on Monday evening at 

8pm, Tuesday evening at 7.30pm and Thursday morning at 

10.30am.  See Week at a Glance for dates this week.  And 

our young people meet each Sunday evening for a Zoom 

session.  Get in touch for more details.   
  

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjdlZ28l9fkAhXlzoUKHVwzDhgQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https://www.metrolife.org/blog/post/i-love-my-crazy-home-group--and-i-should-be-committed&psig=AOvVaw0ZXQ3FP1dyYJxdrtApc98O&ust=1568786534826351
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85865137528?pwd=ZjVrV25sMzJKanNTN3pNZjdqMXVYdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81188370718?pwd=MVVDelNMbEppRldBYnFpN0NwT1hhQT09
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Evening Prayer is Zoomed most days.  You are warmly invited to join us! 
(check Week at a Glance for times on specific days) 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81188370718?pwd=MVVDelNMbEppRldBYnFpN0NwT1hhQT09 
 

Meeting ID: 811 8837 0718   Passcode: 188423 
 

Morning Prayer will be said most days in church, usually at 8.40am.   

You are also warmly invited to join in  
 

If you are aware of anyone who is unable to get food or medication etc, or people who 

are facing extra stress and anxiety or other problems and you cannot care for them 

yourselves, please get in touch.  .... and please continue praying for each other and for the 

wounded world in which we live.  If you are struggling yourself, please do not keep silent. 

 
 

Prayers and readings for this Sunday   

 

Hymn 480  O Come, O Come Emmanuel 
O come, O come, Emmanuel, 

and ransom captive Israel, 

that mourns in lonely exile here, 

until the Son of God appear. 

Rejoice, rejoice! Emmanuel 

Shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 

O come, thou rod of Jesse, free 

thine own from Satan's tyranny; 

from depths of hell thy people save, 

and give them vict’ry o'er the grave. [Refrain] 

 

O come, thou dayspring, come and cheer 

our spirits by thine advent here; 

disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 

and death's dark shadows put to flight. [Refrain] 

 

O come, thou key of David, come, 

and open wide our heav’nly home; 

make safe the way that leads on high, 

and close the path to misery. [Refrain] 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81188370718?pwd=MVVDelNMbEppRldBYnFpN0NwT1hhQT09
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O come, O come, thou Lord of might, 

who to thy tribes, on Sinai's height, 

in ancient times didst give the Law, 

in cloud, and majesty and awe. [Refrain] 

 

The Collect 

Eternal God, 

as Mary waited for the birth of your Son, 

so we wait for his coming in glory; 

bring us through the birth pangs of this present age 

to see, with her, our great salvation 

in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

The Old Testament Reading 2 Samuel 7: 1-11, 16; 
1Now when David, the king was settled in his house, and the LORD had given him 

rest from all his enemies around him, 2the king said to the prophet Nathan, ‘See now, 

I am living in a house of cedar, but the ark of God stays in a tent.’ 3Nathan said to the 

king, ‘Go, do all that you have in mind; for the LORD is with you.’  

4But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan: 5Go and tell my servant 

David: Thus says the LORD: Are you the one to build me a house to live in? 6I have 

not lived in a house since the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this 

day, but I have been moving about in a tent and a tabernacle. 7Wherever I have 

moved about among all the people of Israel, did I ever speak a word with any of the 

tribal leaders of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, 

‘Why have you not built me a house of cedar?’ 8Now therefore you shall say to my 

servant David: Thus says the LORD of hosts: I took you from the pasture, from 

following the sheep to be prince over my people Israel; 9and I have been with you 

wherever you went, and have cut off all your enemies from before you; and I will 

make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. 10And I will 

appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may live in their 

own place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers shall afflict them no more, as 

formerly, 11from the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel; and I will 

give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover the Lord declares to you, David, that 

the Lord will make you a house. 16Your house and your kingdom shall be made sure 

for ever before me; your throne shall be established for ever.  

 

Magnificat 
 

Sing, my soul and magnify the Lord my God,  

Sing, rejoice, my spirit, God has come to save.  

NOT USED AT 10.15am 

ZOOM WORSHIP 



4 

 

He looks down on me, his servant, humble of heart.  

From this moment all to come will call me blest. 

 

God the mighty, God the holy cares for me; 

Cares for all who fear and bless his holy name; 

God the strong will rout the proud in their conceit. 

Thrones are toppled, yet the poor are lifted up. 

 

All who hunger will be fed by God’s own hand. 

All the rich are empty-handed in God’s plan. 

He protects with love and mercy Israel: 

mercy promised; love remembered for all time. 

 

Glory sing to God the Father, mighty Lord, 

Glory sing to God the Son, the Word made flesh. 

Glory sing to God the Spirit, gift of grace. 

All God’s people, though all ages praise your God. 

  

The New Testament Reading Romans 16: 25-end 
25To God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the 

proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was 

kept secret for long ages 26but is now disclosed, and through the prophetic writings is 

made known to all the Gentiles, according to the command of the eternal God, to 

bring about the obedience of faith – 27to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, to 

whom be the glory for ever! Amen.  

 

The Gospel Luke 1: 26-38   

26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called 

Nazareth, 27to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of 

David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28And he came to her and said, ‘Greetings, 

favoured one! The Lord is with you.’ 29But she was much perplexed by his words and 

pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 30The angel said to her, ‘Do not be 

afraid, Mary, for you have found favour with God. 31And now, you will conceive in 

your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32He will be great, and will 

be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of 

his ancestor David. 33He will reign over the house of Jacob for ever, and of his 

kingdom there will be no end.’ 34Mary said to the angel, ‘How can this be, since I am 

a virgin?’ 35The angel said to her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power 

of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he 

will be called Son of God. 36And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also 

NOT USED AT OUR 

WORSHIP 
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conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. 37For 

nothing will be impossible with God.’ 38Then Mary said, ‘Here am I, the servant of the 

Lord; let it be with me according to your word.’ Then the angel departed from her.  

 

This week, please remember in your prayers these areas of our parish: 

Park Street, Drapers Court, 7 Roes Malting, Saddlers Close, Gentle Court 

Those in need of healing: 

Paula Conder, Jeanette Jackson, Sheila Boudreau, Penny and Douglas Mitchell, Liz Smith, 

baby Luca Mabert, Olive Elves, Peter Harris, Oliver Britton, Anne England, Martin Reed, 

Martyn Gray, Ron Crumpholt, John Pearson, David Dane, Karen Kynman, Alan Russell, 

Andy Ball, Brenda Copsey, Mary Muir, Agnes’ mum (Agnes), Margaret Arthur. 

Those who have died recently 

Ralph Maytum  

Those whose anniversary of death is remembered this week 

Doreen Thompson, Joe Crumpholt, Phyllis Leahy 

 

 

Post Communion 

Heavenly Father, 

who chose the Blessed Virgin Mary 

to be the mother of the promised saviour: 

fill us your servants with your grace, 

that in all things we may embrace your holy will 

and with her rejoice in your salvation; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

Hymn 406 Long ago prophets knew 
Long ago, prophets knew 

Christ would come, born a Jew, 

Come to make all things new; 

Bear his People's burden, 

Freely love and pardon. 

 

Ring, bells, ring, ring, ring! 

Sing, choirs, sing, sing, sing! 

When he comes, when he comes, 

Who will make him welcome? 

 

God in time, God in man, 

This is God's timeless plan: 
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He will come, as a man, 

Born himself of woman, 

God divinely human. [Refrain] 

Ring, bells, ring, ring, ring! 

Sing, choirs, sing, sing, sing! 

When he comes, when he comes, 

Who will make him welcome? 

 

 

Mary, hail! Though afraid, 

She believed, she obeyed. 

In her womb God is laid: 

Till the time expected, 

Nurtured and protected. [Refrain] 

Ring, bells, ring, ring, ring! 

Sing, choirs, sing, sing, sing! 

When he comes, when he comes, 

Who will make him welcome? 

 

 

Journey ends! Where afar 

Bethlem shines, like a star, 

Stable door stands ajar. 

Unborn Son of Mary, 

Saviour, do not tarry! [Refrain] 

Ring, bells, ring, ring, ring! 

Sing, choirs, sing, sing, sing! 

When he comes, when he comes, 

Who will make him welcome? 

 

 
 

Andrew and Helen wish you all a very peaceful Christmas and a New Year based on 

the sure hope of Jesus Christ who was born a human being to come close and share 

life in all its glory and pain. 

 

Due to the virus, we were unable to do our annual 

envelope collection this year. Christian Aid are asking 

for help and if you would like to make a donation please 

call 020 7523 2269 quoting A035713 or online at: 

CAID.org.uk/neighbours 

Thank you. Missions Committee 

http://caid.org.uk/neighbours
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The Food Bank are always grateful for donations: and 

would appreciate receiving gifts of biscuits, tinned fish, 

UHT or dried milk, tinned or dried potatoes. We do 

have large stocks of pasta, soup and beans. 

 

Update from the Foodbank warehouse: We would be very grateful to receive 

tinned ham, tinned fruit, long life juice and UHT milk. 

 

Eco Tip for Advent 4: Make a stand and sign The Climate Coalition’s appeal (via 

this link with Tearfund) to our government for a fairer world after the Corona virus. 

https://www.tearfund.org/forms/reboot-declaration-2020 

 

  

https://www.tearfund.org/forms/reboot-declaration-2020
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Hidden Humour  

A special one for our esteemed Director of Music in gratitude for some wonderful and 

sensitively chosen music. 

Q:  What do you call a bunch of chess players bragging about their games in a hotel 

lobby in December?  

A:  Chess nuts boasting in an open foyer! 

 

You will have seen in the Christmas worship details that we are once again pleased to 

offer free entry to the Tree Festival.  However we are encouraging donations and will 

have a contactless card reader in place to allow people to make a donation of £5 or £10 

by waving their card or any other amount by pushing a button first. 

 

Advent Stone Trail: Draw or paint a picture (with acrylic 

paint/nail varnish/sharpies) from the Christmas story and join in 

the Advent Stone Trail alongside St Mary's church as we 

journey through Advent with Mary, Joseph and the donkey 

towards celebrating the birth of Jesus on Christmas Day.  

Not just for children!! More info from Katrina 

 

 

There will be a quiet communion service at 9.30am on Christmas Eve for 

those who want something a bit different from the rest of the Christmas service, or 

for those who want space to prepare. 

 

Christmas Carol Jazz Special 

Many of you may remember Paul and Wendy's son Jon Herring who came with Roots 

of Jazz to give one of the most amazing concerts St Mary's has hosted (back in the days 

when we could go to concerts!) They have done a Christmas carol jazz special, which 

you will enjoy. Do share it with your friends as well. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDllbti9k4KH7TAjwgCkDrw?view_as=subscriber 

John 1 v4-5: In him was life, and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the 

darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 

 

Shelter Big Walk: Laurie and Maggie completed their 10K Big Walk for Shelter on 

December 10th and raised a total of £450 in donations to the charity. A Big Thank You 

goes to everyone who so generously donated to the charity. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDllbti9k4KH7TAjwgCkDrw?view_as=subscriber
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We are using the tree festival as our main way of communicating the 

Christian Christmas message to as many 

people as possible.  There will be opportunities to 

ponder on the wonder of God sending his son to be 

born in a stable in poverty, as well as opportunities to 

light candles and pray for a variety of topics from 

creation to thinking about the people we love en 

route.  The programme will have a few simple prayers 

and words of scripture on it and we will have 

inspirational readings and prayers read aloud at 

intervals as people enjoy the trees. As people leave we 

will offer them information about the Church and for 

children, a lovely little booklet (see picture) with the 

Christian story.  We have ordered 500 of these.  If 

you would like to help pay for them, it would be a 

wonderful way of adding meaning to your celebrations 

which are going to be so different this year. 

 

 
This year might be a good year to send more Christmas cards than usual to make 

contact with people who are isolated.  However we will have our usual option of a 

board in church for those who want to make a donation to their favourite charity 

instead. 

 

Postage stamps for RNIB: Just a reminder that we are still collecting stamps in the 

box at the back of church. Thank you for continuing to support this charity throughout 

the year. This has enabled us to send several parcels of stamps for which they are very 

grateful. Missions Committee.  

 

On Sunday 3rd January at 11.15am, Messy Church will 

take place in the Church hall. This will be an hour session. 

Sadly we will not be able to serve a meal but families are 

welcome to bring their own snacks and drinks. There will be 

craft, activities and worship. Each bubble will have their own 

table with all the materials they need for the session. All welcome, but we will need 

you to book in before the session.  Please let Emma Wilkinson know via the church 

email or on 07836 749283. 

 

Next week’s readings: Isaiah 61:10 – 62:3, Psalm 148, Galatians 4:4-7, Luke 2:15-21 
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Christmas Worship  (Lockdown permitting!): 

You’ll need to book in advance for most of these to ensure a place.   

To book a seat on any Christmas Eve worship or a time to visit the Christmas Tree 

Festival Worship visit our website:  www.stmarysbaldock.org.uk   

or baldockbenefice@gmail.com or (if you do not have internet access), call the Parish 

Office 892838.   

We anticipate a big response so advise you to book in good time.   

Christmas Tree Festival Worship FREE ENTRY 
Fri 18th Dec: 5pm – 8pm 

Sat 19th Dec: 11am – 7pm 

Sun 20th Dec: 2pm – 6pm 

Book online and arrive in your five minute time slot (alone or in a bubble of up to six). 

Follow a safe route around the church, whilst listening to festive music, engaging with 

the Christmas story and more… 

WE’LL NEED YOUR HELP!  Today we have our rota available to help man the 

festival.  Please sign up for one or two slots as soon as possible: 

https://doodle.com/poll/2znzdpzt5wptcsba?utm_source=poll&utm_medium=link 

Can you decorate a tree for the festival?  It would be good to get as many church trees 

as possible. 

There is a simple communion service at 9.30am on Christmas Eve (no need to book) 

Christmas Eve Crib Services   2pm and 4pm 

Come dressed in your favourite Nativity costume, candles and a Christmas message. 

A different format from usual but hopefully still the same wonder! 

Bygrave Christmas Eve Carols on Wedon Way field 

6pm  (no need to book)  Socially distanced carols, bonfire and  Christmas message. 

Christmas Concert   7pm 

Christmas readings and prayers, carols and anthem sung by the choir and a 

Christmas message 
 

Christmas Day Communion  9am 

Christmas Day Zoom Worship 10.15am 

No need to book for Christmas Day worship 

  

http://www.stmarysbaldock.org.uk/
https://doodle.com/poll/2znzdpzt5wptcsba?utm_source=poll&utm_medium=link
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WEEK-AT-A-GLANCE 

SUNDAY 20th  4th Sunday of Advent 

Dec 8.00am Morning Prayer in church 

 9.00am Parish Communion in church 

 10.15am Morning Worship on Zoom 

 2pm – 6pm Christmas Tree Festival Worship open 

 6.00pm Evening Prayer on Zoom 

Mon 21st  8.40am Morning Prayer in church 

 5.00pm Evening Prayer on Zoom 

 8.00pm Monday Home Group (contact Emma) 

Tues 22nd   8.40am Morning Prayer in church 

 11.00am Worship at Osbourne Court on Zoom 

 5.00pm Evening Prayer on Zoom 

Wed 23rd  8.40am Morning Prayer in church 

 9.30am Holy Communion 

 12.30pm Wedding of Kelly Broderick and Mike Hackett 

 5.00pm Evening Prayer on Zoom and in church 

Christmas Eve 

 8.40am Morning Prayer in church 

 9.30am Holy Communion 

 2.00pm Crib Service 

 4.00pm Crib Service 

 6.00pm Carol Service at Bygrave on field behind Wedon Way 

 7.00pm Christmas Concert 

Christmas Day 

 8.00am Morning Prayer in church 

 9.00am Christmas Communion 

 10.15am Christmas Worship on Zoom 

Boxing Day Stephen, deacon, first martyr 

SUNDAY 27th  1st Sunday of Christmas 

Dec 8.00am Morning Prayer in church 

 9.00am Parish Communion in church 

 10.15am Morning Worship on Zoom 

 11.15am Parish Communion at Bygrave 

 6.00pm Evening Prayer on Zoom 
 

Nothing will be impossible with God 
 

Rev’d Canon Andrew Holford: 01462 896273 2008luddite@gmail.com 

Lay Minister: Katrina Nice: kmnice2013@gmail.com / 07708 064294 

Alex Milne – Hall Hire: baldockbenefice@gmail.com / 01462 896149 
Church email: baldockbenefice@gmail.com; Website: www.stmarysbaldock.org.uk 

mailto:2008luddite@gmail.com
mailto:baldockbenefice@gmail.com
mailto:baldockbenefice@gmail.com
http://www.stmarysbaldock.org.uk/

