
Sermon All Saints’ Day 1st November 2020 9am, 10.15am (Z), 1 John 3:  1 - 3;  Matthew 5: 1 - 11 

Lord God, as we ponder the words of Jesus, may your Spirit enable your hope to be our hope.  Amen. 

 It’s all looking pretty depressing!  You do not need me to tell you that infection rates are going through the 

roof.  You do not need me to tell you that a huge amount of work is being expended on finding a vaccine but so 

far, nothing has been put into successful production.  You do not need me to tell you that it’s looking less 

definite that immunity lasts more than a few months.  You do not need me to tell you that mental health issues 

have increased dramatically because of the isolation of lockdown and the anxiety of being infected.    It’s a long 

dangerous haul.  Where is the hope in all this?  That’s what I want to talk about today, All Saints’ Day. 

 Jesus was talking about hope when he climbed up the mountain and sat down and taught the crowds the 

Beatitudes at the beginning of the Sermon on the Mount in the Gospel reading this All Saints’ Day.  He was 

speaking to a crowd who knew about poverty, cruelty and death.  Mortality rates were much higher than we 

are experiencing in the Covid pandemic.  Infant mortality much, much higher.  People lived hand to mouth, and 

if you could not work, you did not eat except by begging on the roadside.  Acts of barbaric cruelty by Roman 

soldiers were common place and there was no recourse.  You just put up with it. 

o And yet Jesus says, ‘Blessed are those who mourn’;  ‘Blessed are the meek’;  ‘Blessed are the poor in spirit’.  

What sort of otherworldly nonsense is this? 

 Remember, when Jesus is talking about meekness, he is just as likely to be meaning powerless and humiliated as 

he is mouse-like or gentle.  If you’ve just been shouted at and struck by a Roman soldier, or thrown out of the 

synagogue for contracting leprosy, you will be feeling powerless and humiliated, rather than mouse=like and 

gentle.  This beatitude is for you.  According to Jesus, you will inherit the earth, whatever that means. 

 And when Jesus is talking about the poor in spirit, he is surely referring to the downtrodden, those who can see 

no hope;  those who know the effects of corrosive, hopeless poverty.  Those who have been turned out of 

their homes for their inability to pay the Roman taxes, rather than those who are feeling a bit down. 

 Poverty does have a spiritual dimension.  It could be said that Herod and Pilate were physically rich but 

spiritually poor.  Was Jesus blessing them?  I’m not sure that he was.  For they were anything but downtrodden. 

 However there were many in those days who suffered from mental health conditions and who were generally 

diagnosed as having a demon inside them.  The psychotic and epileptics feature highly in the Gospels and Jesus 

healed them.  They were indeed downtrodden.  They could be said to be poor in spirit.  They were not in 

control in the same way that Pilate and Herod were. 

 And then, the presumably just as common category, of many with mental health conditions who were not as 

immediately noticeable in society.  The depressed and the anxious.  They, too were, and are, generally 

powerless, and could be included in the poor in spirit.  If you feel like this the kingdom of heaven is yours. 

o Well that’s a comfort!  What does it mean? 

 What does it mean to be blessed?  Here are some Beatitudes for 2020 

 Blessed are the clergy because they have greater job security than anyone else 

 Blessed are the successful for they will  have the resources to weather the storm 

 Blessed are those who live in Cornwall for they have the lowest rates of infection 

 But I’m not sure Jesus would say these groups of people would be blessed in his list.  Perhaps one of the reasons 

is that my list of present Beatitudes is all about feeling secure and OK at the moment.  I live in Cornwall, so I’m 

fortunate today.  Let’s worry about tomorrow when it comes.  I’m successful so I’ve built up some reserves, so 

I know I can cope for a bit if my life falls apart. 

 Jesus’ list, especially the first half of them is much more future facing.  Much more about hope.  ‘Blessed are those 

who mourn, for they will be comforted.  Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.’  And even ‘Blessed are the 

poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.’ has a feel that we have quite reached that place yet even if we get 

glimpses of it. 

 There’s a sense of journey about all these Beatitudes of Jesus. 



 But the other reason why Jesus may not have mouthed ‘Blessed are the successful for they will have the 

resources to weather the storm’ is because these resources are unsecured.  If you’ve got any investments you’ll 

know the get out warning that share prices can go down just as easily as they go up.   

 What the children of God know is that the only true security is to be found in Christ.  The world may not 

accept it, may not have discovered it but the children of God know ‘when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we 

will see him as he is.’  That speaks of closeness;  of understanding of character;  of security.   

 Whether you find security in the words of Jesus, whether you find hope in Christ, depends what you hope for. 

 There are still many people in the country who are hoping that one day soon, we’ll find a vaccine, and life will go 

back to normal.  Humanity will once again be in control and the nasty little virus will disappear back into 

oblivion like a bad dream.  If I am honest I can see that hope in myself sometimes.  The desire to go back to a 

comfortable indifference about anything that does not impinge upon my lifestyle. 

 If this is you, you are unlikely to find the blessing, ‘Blessed are the meek (the powerless and humiliated), for they 

will inherit the earth’ of very much help. 

 But it’s also true that even if a vaccine arrived tomorrow and we were all inoculated by Tuesday, life for many 

many millions could never go back to normal.  Those who are bereaved by Corona, those who have lost jobs 

and facing a real struggle are just two categories.  And then there are those who are living in refugee camps or 

those who are struggling under extreme regimes like North Korea or a dozen other places who probably 

regard former normality as something they want to change rather than accept gratefully back. 

o Does the world really want to ‘return to normal?’ 

 There are other, more thinking people, whose hope is that life post Corona will be different and human being 

will have learned from the experience and have a more noble set of values where caring for creation plays a 

bigger part;  where people are more generous, more compassionate than before;  where people have 

reevaluated what they want from life and what really matters. 

 And if that happened it would indeed be wonderful and give meaning to the unpleasant experience we have been 

through this year.  But the experience of coming out of lockdown in the summer and seeing the nation jump 

into their cars, rush into takeaways, mourn their lack of holidays, and moan about their lost income has made 

this rather a forlorn hope.  It’s certainly not one that the bible preaches. 

 Jesus did not say, ‘Blessed are the drive through fast food outlets, for they will be provide nourishment’.  He 

said ‘Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 

 Jesus preaches that it is only through him that we find salvation.  We cannot do it ourselves, however much we 

want to be in control.  It will not be successful.  And this summer, has I believe, borne this out. 

 And in Jesus’ life and death we see someone who was frequently made himself powerless, downtrodden and 

humiliated, someone who was therefore poor in spirit as well as meek. 

 There are others, and I know that includes many who are here today, whose hope is that God will save his 

wounded creation.  That human beings will be saved from the destructive practices of which we have grown 

used.  That those poor unfortunates in the world who are downtrodden and humiliated will be given the 

kingdom of God and inherit a saved earth in which to flourish.  And I know that many of these same people 

who have this hope will understand that this means that the comfortable life, to which so many in the privileged 

Western world have grown accustomed, is unsustainable, and that our lifestyles will have to change dramatically 

in order for this hope to come to fruition. 

 Are you up for this challenge?  It may not provide an immediate personal hope but surely it gives a much greater 

hope, much more ‘merciful’  which will appeal to the ‘pure in heart’ and ‘the peacemakers’ amongst us.  Which is, 

after all, what Jesus predicted in the second half of his set of Beatitudes.  Read it and see! 

o And then the poor in spirit really will have the kingdom of heaven!  That same Kingdom of Heaven on 

earth where those saints we celebrate today are already rejoicing – just a bit more in the present for 

them on earth than perhaps it is today! 

 So what do you hope for?  And does it help or hinder the Beatitudes to make sense?  Amen. 


