
 

 

The Parable of the Tenants 

33 “Listen to another parable: There was a landowner who planted a vineyard. He put a wall around it, dug a winepress 

in it and built a watchtower. Then he rented the vineyard to some farmers and moved to another place. 34 When the 

harvest time approached, he sent his servants to the tenants to collect his fruit. 

35 “The tenants seized his servants; they beat one, killed another, and stoned a third. 36 Then he sent other servants to 

them, more than the first time, and the tenants treated them the same way. 37 Last of all, he sent his son to them. ‘They 

will respect my son, ’he said. 

38 “But when the tenants saw the son, they said to each other, ‘This is the heir. Come, let’s kill him and take his 

inheritance. ’39 So they took him and threw him out of the vineyard and killed him. 

40 “Therefore, when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” 

41 “He will bring those wretches to a wretched end,” they replied, “and he will rent the vineyard to other tenants, who will 

give him his share of the crop at harvest time.” 

42 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures: 

‘“The stone the builders rejected 

    has become the cornerstone. 

the Lord has done this, 

    and it is marvelous in our eyes’[a]? 

43 “Therefore I tell you that the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people who will produce its 

fruit. 44 Anyone who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; anyone on whom it falls will be crushed.” [b] 

45 When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard Jesus ’parables, they knew he was talking about them. 46 They 

looked for a way to arrest him, but they were afraid of the crowd because the people held that he was a prophet. 
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 May I speak in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit 
Amen  
 
For the last, goodness knows how many years, every time we’ve travelled to 
Norfolk, we’ve gone past Chilford Vineyard, near Linton and every time I’ve 
said we must go there one day and have a look around. 
Last year, for my birthday, Emma surprised me with a visit to the vineyard 
which was followed by wine tasting, afternoon tea and a table beautifully 
decorated with flowers and balloons! It was lovely. While we were there, we 
learnt quite a bit about winemaking, this included the fact that it can take 
years of tending vines before they produce enough fruit to make wine. The 
soil, the aspect of the vineyard and the climate has to be right. It’s not 
something you do on a whim, producing a vineyard can take years. 
 
In our Gospel reading today, Jesus tells an allegory, a story that can be 
interpreted to reveal a hidden meaning, and we read how a walled vineyard 
was planted, with an on-site wine press and a watchtower. There are 6 main 
characters in this story: we don’t know but assume Jesus is referring to the 
following  
1) the landowner—God,  
2) the vineyard—Israel,  
3) the tenants/farmers—the Jewish religious leaders,  

4) the landowner’s servants—the Old Testament prophets  

5) the son—Jesus, and  
6) the other tenants—the Church. 
 



 

 

In the story, the landowner must be wealthy. He spends money freely to 

make this an excellent vineyard even though it won’t produce fruit for at least 

four years. It would be possible to plant a vineyard without a fence or wine 
press or watchtower, and that is what most landowners would do. This 
landowner, however, does everything right, He spares no expense in making 
this a first-class vineyard. We understand this means that God has done 
everything possible to give Israel every advantage.  
He has established an everlasting covenant with them—has led them through 
good times and bad—has given them the Promised Land as their inheritance 
—has given them the law and prophets to guide them. 
This reminds me that there is a 5-week course on the Old Testament starting 
soon, I would highly recommend it. 
I thought today I would do a short Bible study for the sermon, looking at the 
story and what the verses may mean: 
We start at verse 35:  
The tenants seized his servants; they beat one, killed another, and 
stoned a third, then he sent other servants to them, more than the first 
time, and the tenants treated them the same way.  

This is a reference to Israel’s treatment of God’s prophets. Throughout the 

Old Testament there are so many examples, such as - Zechariah who was 
killed by stoning (2 Chronicles 24:21) Jeremiah who was beaten and placed in the 
stocks (Jeremiah 20:2) and the prophet Uriah who was killed. (Jeremiah 26:21-23). 

Last of all, he sent his son to them. ‘They will respect my son, ’he said. 

The son, as the father’s heir and official representative, acts with the father’s 

authority. The tenants, however, see an opportunity to inherit the vineyard by 

killing the heir. Jesus is telling this story to make a point—that he is God’s 

son sent to redeem the world, and that the Jewish authorities are going to kill 
him. 

“So they took him, and threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him”. If 

they were to kill him in the vineyard, the ground would become unclean, 
contaminating its produce, so they throw him out of the vineyard before killing 

him. This murder outside the vineyard will correspond to Jesus ’death on 

Golgotha, outside Jerusalem city walls. 

“Therefore, when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to 

those tenants?” “He will bring those wretches to a wretched end,” they 

replied, “and he will rent the vineyard to other tenants, who will give him 

his share of the crop at harvest time.” 
The chief priests and elders pronounce judgment on themselves as they tell 
Jesus how unfaithful tenants should be treated. God has taken the vineyard 
from those who were not worthy (Israel) and given it to those who are (the 
Church).  
 



 

 

In verse 43, Jesus tells the religious leaders, “the Kingdom of God will be 
taken away from you and will be given to a nation bringing forth its 
fruit.”  
God is looking for people who will bring forth fruit. What kind of fruit? Holy 

lives—faithful lives lived in accord with God’s will. God won’t judge us based 

on the number of sermons we have listened to. The passage goes on, but we 
will skip to our last verse. 

“When they sought to seize him, they feared the multitudes, because 

they considered him to be a prophet”. In the Gospels, we read how the 
crowds are loyal to Jesus and follow him around. However, soon a crowd will 

turn on Jesus and shout, “Crucify him”. Will those be the same people who 

favour Jesus now? We don’t know, but it is hard to believe that they are. 

 
To me there are two alternatives:  
Firstly, they are the same people, and the religious leaders will persuade 
them to abandon their support of Jesus.  
Or, secondly, the religious leaders will pull together a crowd of people on 
whose support they can count, and it is this different crowd who will call for 

Jesus ’crucifixion. I personally favour the second of these alternatives. 

 
In this story Jesus tells us that there will be a new people of God who will 
replace the Jews so that Jesus can establish His Church.  
It will become a time, as now, where each individual can have a unique, 
personal, saving relationship with the One and only God of the universe, 
irrespective of creed or colour.  

Up to Jesus’ time, the Jews felt that they had automatic membership in God’s 

kingdom because of their relationship to Abraham; this is why they put so 
much emphasis on their genealogies and tribes.  
 
Today, we could be discouraged as we see the waning congregations, Songs 
of Praise moved to obscure times, the cost of the upkeep of old buildings. 
And we could get despondent now with the restrictions placed upon 
worshippers, limited numbers, face masks, no singing, no sharing the Peace 
etc. etc.  
But the Holy Spirit brings about the birth of new congregations in ways that 
we never anticipated. Zoom services, Microsoft Teams services, video 
links..... We need not worry about the church of Jesus Christ. It is alive and 
well, and I believe Jesus will see that it stays that way. 
 
Our challenge to ourselves this week ahead is to ask two questions.  
firstly, do you have a relationship with Jesus, or are you still unsure, and if so, 
what do you need to make that decision, and 
Secondly, if you are a believer, what have you done, or can you do, to be 
more faithful, and perhaps to bring others to Jesus? 



 

 

Let Andrew, me or Katrina know if there is any way we can help you. 
 
Finally, if like me, you enjoy a good glass of wine, next time you partake, 
remember how much time and effort has been invested in creating that tipple 
and thank God for his bountiful goodness. Amen. 
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