
Sermon Trinity 2 21st June 2020 web Romans 6:  1b – 11;  Matthew 10:  24 - 39 

Heavenly Father, we ask that through the power of your Holy Spirit and the saving work of Jesus we may consciously 

acknowledge you as Lord.  Amen. 

 What are your besetting sins?  You’re on mute.  I don’t want you to say them out loud!  But what are the 

temptations that you really struggle with?   

 Years ago I had a harrowing day work shadowing the chaplain at Durham prison.  One of the moments that has 

stuck in my mind ever since is meeting a very deranged man in a very bare cell, stonewalled like a dungeon, in 

what seemed to be the bowels of the earth, deep in the basements.  It sounds horrendous but he simply didn’t 

seem to be able to exist unless he was inside.  On release, he would apparently deliberately and publicly 

reoffend in order to be taken back to what he knew.  The appalling surroundings where he felt safe. 

 Imprisonment does strange thigs to people.  I can’t quote figures but certainly many news reports suggest that, 

unless there is a very high priority on preparing for life after release from prison, reoffending rates are very high. 

 It seems we like the mess we know.  We feel safe in it, however unpleasant it is.  But the whole premise of the 

bible, the grand story as it were, is that you and I are imprisoned by sin and Christ has come to release us. 

 You may remember that we said last week that St Paul wrote, ‘all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.’  

That’s the doctrine of original sin.  That’s Adam, Eve and the apple!  Or, at least, that’s the acknowledgement 

that we are all greedy and thoughtless and selfish.  It’s part of our makeup as animals to fight for our own 

survival and to take what we can, regardless of the cost to other people, or animals, or the natural world.   

 And until we know better, it’s probably also where we feel safest.  So it’s where we return to time and time 

again.  That’s one of the places addiction comes from.  If reality is scary, it natural for me to want to hide from it 

in order to feel safe. 

o That’s a very clear example of the effects of sin, one which it is easy to point the finger at, as we walk 

round the prone body on the pavement like the priest in the story of the Good Samaritan.   

 But each of us will have rather more subtle hidden vices, temptations, character traits, which I hope we’re all 

aware of.  We are imprisoned by them.  It’s learned behavior that makes us who we are.  It makes feel safe.  

We are imprisoned by sin.  

 We have spent the last 13 weeks in a more public and socially respectable imprisonment called lockdown, and 

this will be challenging us in similar ways.  We hear about the rise in domestic violence and child neglect during 

lockdown.  Is this an example of this psychology in action?  People feeling cut off, imprisoned and isolated.  Their 

usual support systems denied them.  Their greater involvement in the world removed.  They fall back on the 

learned behavior of their past.  The personality traits which afflict them.  The violence and the self-centred 

neglect increase.  Drinking has gone up.  Gambling has gone through the roof.  Available income has usually 

reduced.  People retreating to where they feel safe.  To a place that is not a safe place to be at all. 

 And once again this is very easy to point the finger at other people. However before you do this too publically 

examine your own personality.  Do you have a tendency to snap at people?  Have you been more aware of this 

over the last weeks?  Is snacking between meals something you have to watch carefully?  Have those digestive 

biscuits been going down at an alarming rate just recently?  Is gossiping (purely for prayer) a temptation?  Have 

you noticed talking about others more over the previous 3 months?   Are you lying in bed longer and longer?  

Are you staying up later and later?  Are you worrying more than usual?   

o If something like this is happening, it is probably a sign that you are feeling imprisoned and reverting to 

the learned behavior where you feel safe but which is rather destructive.  That’s the effects of sin 

exacerbated by lockdown!  But if you recognize this, be affirmed, you are not alone!!! 

o Or , more worryingly still, do none of these ring bells?  Are you unaware of any of your hidden 

temptations being greater than usual?  In which case, be careful!  

 After that rather long introduction, let’s look somewhat briefly at today’s passages and see what they have to 

offer us on all this! 



 They’re hard passages.  They’re confusing passages.  I bet you can’t remember much about them despite having 

heard them only 5 minutes ago!  If you can, let’s face it, some of it seems at first sight like distinctly bad news 

rather than the Good News which Jesus promises. 

 ‘Everyone therefore who acknowledges me before others, I also will acknowledge before my Father in heaven; but 

whoever denies me before others, I also will deny before my Father in heaven.’  Even without all that stuff about set 

against father and daughters-in-law, (which is another sermon entirely) there doesn’t seem to be a lot of 

breadth there! 

o And if all we think Jesus is merely talking about is ‘getting to heaven’, I sure that would be true.  The 

gospel of fear rather than acceptance!  Do what I say.  Acknowledge God.  Or else! 

 But if Jesus is really more interested in commenting on the lives of people around him rather than offering a dire 

threat of what might happen later, then perhaps it can be seen in a more hopeful light? 

o And remember he is around us, so he is commenting upon our lives as well  

 If he is looking at the Israelites , crushed under the weight of Roman occupation;  the Israelites, labouring under 

the excessive legal demands of the Pharisees;  the Israelites, drowning under the need to pay taxes that allow no 

respite if you don’t have enough to put food on the table;  the Israelites, feeling imprisoned by the restrictions 

and expectations placed upon them, then maybe it is more a comment about daily life, as their negative 

personality traits come to the fore and their sin consequently increase. 

 Because sin is like a mask, like an addiction.  And when you’re beset by it, it’s correspondingly harder to 

remember the God who loves you.  Indeed if you do, you’re perhaps more likely to blame him than 

acknowledge him. 

 Has lockdown brought you closer to God, or further away?  Has it given you more questions to answer or 

made your faith more secure?  Do you feel a bit abandoned by God? 

 ‘but whoever denies me before others, I also will deny before my Father in heaven.’  Is this how you feel?  Then it may 

not be surprising that you feel a long way from the Kingdom of God? 

 If Jesus is talking about the present, to people who definitely wondered why God was not doing something to 

expel the Romans, who may have felt a bit abandoned by him, then it does not remove hope from the future.  

Especially when it comes straight after words like, ‘even the hairs of your head are all counted.  So do not be afraid; 

you are of more value than many sparrows.  
 St Paul in Romans of course, tells us again the way out of imprisonment.  ‘Do you not know that all of us who have 

been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?  Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into 

death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.’ 

 In baptism, as we drowned beneath the patter of water on our heads, we died to the old way of life.  Death is 

imprisonment.  But as we resurfaced and dried the water off our head, we were resurrected with Jesus into a 

new life.  The Kingdom of God.  And in this Kingdom, the Holy Spirit reveals to us those areas of our lives that 

God wants us to tackle.  The imprisonment of sin.  He then nudges and cajoles us to fight against them, with the 

spiritual armour we talked about last week. 

 It’s not easy.  There’s very little in today’s passages that suggest the Christian life is a walk in the park.  But it 

does give us a direction to face in.  The door to our prison cell.  It does give us a key to unlock it.  But to turn 

the key it requires us as a first step to really want to walk into the scary world outside.   

 And as human beings for every time we succeed it will not be surprising if there are two or three that we fail 

and return to the addiction of sin.  But as Christians, it suddenly becomes clear that in our acknowledgment of 

God’s role in all this, Jesus is playing a part.  He is interceding between us and the Father.  His death has brought 

us life.  Life and hope today.  Even in the imprisonment of lockdown or sin.  And his words ‘Everyone therefore 

who acknowledges me before others, I also will acknowledge before my Father in heaven’, become true. 

 So have you been aware of your besetting sins during lockdown?  If so, rejoice, because it probably means the 

Holy Spirit is at work.  Or do you think that actually your behaviour hasn’t changed very much?  In which case, 

be careful, because you just might not be allowing the Holy Spirit much headspace!  Amen. 


