
Sermon Trinity 1 14th June 2020 web Romans 5:  1 – 8;  Matthew 9:  10:  23 

Lord God, help us to see ourselves not as we would like to be seen but as we really are, loved by you.  Amen. 

 ‘Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to cure 

every disease and every sickness. 2 These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, Sharon, also known as lector, and 

her friend Joan,  David; Chris, son of Edna, and his wife Sheila; 3 Peter and Linda; Emma and Kevin the dentist; 

Della, daughter of Avril, and Katrina;  4 Agnes the Hungarian, and the Reverend Canon Andrew Holford, the one 

who betrayed him. 5 These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions. …’ 

 What a motley crew! 

 It’s easy to think of the first twelve disciples as superior, somehow different from us.  But if anything they were 

less equipped, certainly less polished.  If you think you never know what to say, never have the right words, 

spare a thought for poor old John, or Thaddeus, or James son of Alphaeus.  Peter, in particular, one of Jesus’s 

closest friends managed to put his foot in his mouth rather more often than not.  And yet, Jesus chose them, 

warts and all.  And he calls us, warts and all. 

 And what does he call us to do?  ‘As you go, proclaim the good news, “The kingdom of heaven has come near.”’ 

 Ah, that makes it all clear then!  Just remind me, what is the Good News?  I’ll take you all off mute for a second 

if you like! ….    Scary isn’t it!. 

 The best answer to this question is probably the simplest and we got it in our first reading from Romans.   

 Verse 8.  ‘God proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for us.’  I believe that the majority of 

Christians today do not interpret this correctly.  Or if they do, they don’t really believe it.   

 We focus far too much on the first half of the verse and conveniently gloss over the 5 little words in the middle. 

 We like the idea that God is a God of love. 

 We like the idea that he has proved that, through the crucifixion and resurrection of his Son, Jesus, the Messiah. 

 We even quite like the idea that Jesus died because of sin. 

 But we don’t much like the idea that we are included in the brand name, ‘sinners’.   

o We think of sin as stealing, murdering, blaspheming and committing adultery.  And we conveniently 

forget it is also forgetting to feed the hungry, ignoring the refugee and neglecting to change our lifestyle 

to care for the environment. 

 Christians, frequently, and as far as I can see, the developed world, in general, don’t think of themselves as 

sinners.  It is everybody else.  And that causes a problem.  Because it is a very insecure pedestal to be standing 

on if you never think you have done anything wrong. 

o If I am not a sinner and I am looking at you and discover you are a racist, it allows me to topple you 

from your pedestal. 

o But if I acknowledge that I am a sinner, I can perhaps begin to see that merely by being part of privileged 

Western society, I am colluding with racist actions.  And therefore I may be slower to pull you down! 

o It is surely racist to keep the refugee from our borders whilst we allow in members of the EU.   

o It is surely racist to continue to have single use plastics in our house, when waters are rising on the 

coast of Bangladesh due to climate change.  We might think twice if it were the coast of East Anglia. 

o It is surely racist if we keep our wealth for ourself because we might need it, without sharing it with our 

starving brothers and sisters in the Yemen. 

 And therein lies the problem.  Because there is virtually nothing we can do about this without seriously 

disrupting our lifestyle.  And often there is nothing we can do about it anyway.  We might seriously disagree 

with the immigration policy of the Government, but I’m not sure that that relieves us of the burden of guilt, … 

of being British.  

 St Paul is very keen on a Christian doctrine that is not really talked about today.  This is from slightly earlier on 

in his letter,  ‘all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.’  That’s the doctrine of original sin.  That’s Adam, 

Eve and the apple!  Or, at least, that’s the acknowledgement that we are all greedy and thoughtless and selfish.  



It’s part of our makeup as animals to fight for our own survival and to take what we can, regardless of the cost 

to other people, or animals, or the natural world.   

 And I don’t know about you but I find it rather liberating and reassuring when that is finally put in the open and 

acknowledged that I am not perfect, and I’m not expected to be perfect by God.  That’s why Jesus died!  

 And liberation and peace are not a million miles away from each other!  Remember the first verse of Roman 

chapter 5?  ‘since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.’   

 When do you feel most peaceful about yourself?  At one with yourself?  At one with God?  At one with your 

neighbour?  Is it not at times when the differences between you and your neighbour have been ironed out?  

When you’ve apologised for the rubbish from your paper bin blowing all over their drive and they’ve smiled and 

said something nice?   

 When do you feel most at peace with God?  Is it not when you remember that you don’t have to pretend?  He 

made you as you are and he understands and he loves you.  He sent his Son to make atonement for your sins.  

Atonement.  At-one-ment.  To bring peace through the shedding of his blood on the cross.   

 When do you most feel at one with yourself?  At peace with yourself?  Is it not when you are not pretending to 

be someone or something that you’re not, you’re just being yourself.  And you realise that’s OK.  Warts and all.  

Not perfect, but loved.  It doesn’t mean you want to stay that way.  But it is difficult to even see the need for 

change if you are blind to the problem. 

 Is the idea of original sin therefore unattractive?  Or appealing?   

 A couple of minutes ago I said, ‘It’s part of our makeup as animals to fight for our own survival and to take what 

we can, regardless of the cost to other people, or animals, or the natural world.’  I’m sure that’s true.  But it 

doesn’t make me peaceful to stay there.  I don’t think we should be satisfied with that.  God certainly wasn’t.  

That’s why he has inaugurated a new Kingdom through the death and resurrection of Jesus where Jesus is truly 

King.  That’s why he has promised that one day this earthly world will be fully restored as part of the new 

Kingdom of God.  That’s why he has sent his Spirit to give us glimpses of this happening now.   

 Note the mention of the Spirit in Paul’s letter to the Romans today.  He writes in verse 5, ‘hope does not 

disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.’  

The Holy Spirit helps us look heavenward to what is real, rather than the false world of fragile perfection which 

is so often portrayed on earth.  

 The Holy Spirit can help us see point in George Floyd’s life and death. 

 The Holy Spirit can help us realise we are valuable as we are.  Not perfect, but valuable. 

 The Holy Spirit can help us remember the past.  Our past.  Our nation’s past.  And remember it, seeing not 

only the goodness of those who are celebrated, but also their very obvious, by today’s standards, failings.  And 

that not only brings celebrating.  It also brings challenge about learning how to live today.  And it also brings the 

knowledge that in many ways we are no different.  We should also be toppled from our pedestal. 

 There is far more I wanted to say about today’s readings but no time to do so.   But it might be worth noting 

that Jesus did not send the disciples to everyone in the first instance.  His salvation of the world is part of a plan.  

When he sent them out he said very specifically, ‘Go nowhere among the Gentiles, and enter no town of the 

Samaritans, 6 but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 7 As you go, proclaim the good news, “The kingdom of 

heaven has come near.”’ 

 They were not called to be superhuman, and neither are we.  They were called to be human beings, warts and 

all.  And that is why he chose them.  And that is why he chooses us. 

 So go and proclaim the Good News that “The kingdom of heaven has come near.”’.  Go and tell them that ‘God 

proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for us.’  Do this using your mouths, but also your 

wallets.  Your actions, but also your prayers.  Your feet but also your minds. 

 And before you go, every morning, repeat to yourself out loud, the verses in today’s Gospel reading where 

Jesus chooses his disciples, using the disciples’ names and not the ones which I parodied at the start of this 

sermon.  Only instead of Judas, say you own name.  And give thanks that Jesus has died for you.  Amen. 


