
  St. Mary the Virgin, Baldock.  

St. Margaret of Antioch, Bygrave. 

“BUILDING WITH CHRIST” 

Sunday 17th May 2020 

The Sixth Sunday of Easter – Rogation Sunday 

To worship with us on Sunday morning at 9.30am copy the link 

below into your browser:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81953299274?pwd=eHppLzgxNHY0VWl0Z1FQWDlObWNjZz09 

Meeting ID: 819 5329 9274   Password: 155669 

 

STOP PRESS:  YOU CAN JOIN THE WORSHIP USING A LANDLINE: 

DIAL ONE OF THESE NUMBERS:  0203 481 5240  or 0131 460 1196  or  

0203 051 2874  or  0203 481 5237.   

You will need the meeting ID and password 

WORDS FOR THE HYMNS FOR 9.30AM ZOOM WILL BE IN THE CHAT 

SECTION OF THE SCREEN OR YOU CAN PRINT THEM OUT BEFOREHAND. 

It’s a really good way of feeling part of the St Mary’s Christian 
community.  If you need help connecting, contact Andrew. 

We recommend you sign in in good time if you haven’t used Zoom before 

 

To join us for Zoom Sunday Evening Prayer at 6pm use this link: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86554294206?pwd=SC9mdVNOVWN5Qzl0cFBHOXM3dzFoUT09 

Meeting ID: 865 5429 4206   Password: 392448 

 

Thursday May 21st is Ascension Day.  We will have a special Evening 

Prayer at 7pm with a short sermon.  Do join us on Zoom.   

 
Topic: Zoom Ascension Day Evening Prayer and sermon  

Time: May 21, 2020 07:00 PM London 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83375830033?pwd=TnRsQWg2Z05HUzZUZUVLU25DMmJsUT09 

Meeting ID: 833 7583 0033   Password: 985163 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://www.wybunburydelves.co.uk/news-events/ascension-day.html&psig=AOvVaw3gKI-47tWaO_9IRifdrK13&ust=1589351240676000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCKDsrfTYrekCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD


Following the latest directions from the Archbishop, Baldock and Bygrave churches are 
closed for public worship and private prayer and all public meetings and social events 
are cancelled until further notice except those specifically indicated. 

Morning Prayer each day will now take place in church.  Sadly it will still need to be 
private and not open to other people to join. 

We say Evening Prayer together each day by Zoom (see the times in Week at a Glance).  The 

link to join in is sent out in the daily mailing.  If you can’t make the evening times but would 

like to say Morning Prayer (which is usually at 8.40am), contact Andrew Holford. 

Our Home Groups are still operating, Monday evening at 8pm Tuesday evening at 7.30pm and 

Thursday morning at 10.30am.  See Week at a Glance for dates this week.  And our young 

people meet each Sunday evening for a Zoom session.  Get in touch for more details.   

We may not be worshipping together for some time but in order to thrive emotionally and spiritually 

(and therefore physically) it is really important that each of us nurtures our relationship with each 

other and of course with God.   

Jesus, the Son of God, spent his ministry ‘being with’ people.  So do your best to ‘be with’ each other, 

ring each other up, join a Zoom meeting, use social media if you have it, and be ready to share your 

worries and your frustrations as well as your joys and your relief.  And be prepared to listen to other 

people.   

Make sure your neighbours are getting the support they need.  Assure each other of your prayers.  

And when you are praying for them, use the time to nurture your relationship with God.   

As we can’t get to public worship together, make a special point of reading the bible and pondering 

what the readings are saying to you. 

Free resources for prayer are available on our website www.stmarysbaldock.org.uk, 

(head down the page to the blog entries) 

or on Facebook  https://m.facebook.com/StMaryTheVirginBaldock/ 

Call 01462 892838 or email baldockcs0@gmail.com if you know someone who is 

housebound and needs support or if you need practical support during the crisis 

Call 01462 896273 or email 2008luddite@gmail.com to speak to the Rector, Andrew Holford. 

And if you know someone who can’t receive emails but would benefit from 

having this pew leaflet delivered, please get in touch. 

 
Prayers and readings for this Sunday 
 

  

https://m.facebook.com/StMaryTheVirginBaldock/
mailto:baldockcs0@gmail.com
mailto:2008luddite@gmail.com


Hymn: Amazing Grace (Hymn 29) 
Amazing grace! How sweet the sound 

that saved a wretch like me. 

I once was lost, but now am found; 

was blind, but now I see. 

 

‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 

and grace, my fears relieved. 

How precious did that grace appear 

the hour I first believed. 

 

Through many dangers, toils and snares 

I have already come. 

‘Tis grace that brought me safe thus far 

And grace will lead me home. 

 

The Lord has promised good to me, 

his Word my hope secures; 

he will my shield and portion be, 

as long as life endures. 

 

When we’ve been there a thousand years, 

bright shining as the sun, 

we’ve no less days to sing God’s praise 

than when we first begun. 

 
The Collect 
God our redeemer, 

you have delivered us from the power of darkness 

and brought us into the kingdom of your Son: 

grant, that as by his death he has recalled us to life, 

so by his continual presence in us he may raise us 

to eternal joy; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen 

 

The New Testament Reading Acts 17:22-31 
22 Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, ‘Athenians, I see how extremely 

religious you are in every way. 23 For as I went through the city and looked carefully at 

the objects of your worship, I found among them an altar with the inscription, “To an 

unknown god.” What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. 24 The 

God who made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, 



does not live in shrines made by human hands, 25 nor is he served by human hands, as 

though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all 

things. 26 From one ancestor[a] he made all nations to inhabit the whole earth, and he 

allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of the places where they would 

live, 27 so that they would search for God and perhaps grope for him and find him—

though indeed he is not far from each one of us. 28 For “In him we live and move and 

have our being”; as even some of your own poets have said, “For we too are his 

offspring.” 29 Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like 

gold, or silver, or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. 30 While 

God has overlooked the times of human ignorance, now he commands all people 

everywhere to repent, 31 because he has fixed a day on which he will have the world 

judged in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of this he has given 

assurance to all by raising him from the dead.’ 

 

Psalm 66:  7 - 18 

7  Bless our God, O you peoples; ♦  

make the voice of his praise to be heard, 

8  Who holds our souls in life ♦  

and suffers not our feet to slip. 

9  For you, O God, have proved us; ♦  

you have tried us as silver is tried. 

10  You brought us into the snare; ♦  

you laid heavy burdens upon our backs. 

11  You let enemies ride over our heads; we went through fire and water; ♦  

but you brought us out into a place of liberty. 

12  I will come into your house with burnt offerings and will pay you my vows, ♦  

which my lips uttered and my mouth promised when I was in trouble. 

13  I will offer you fat burnt sacrifices with the smoke of rams; ♦  

I will sacrifice oxen and goats. 

14  Come and listen, all you who fear God, ♦  

and I will tell you what he has done for my soul. 

15  I called out to him with my mouth ♦  

and his praise was on my tongue. 

16  If I had nursed evil in my heart, ♦  

the Lord would not have heard me, 

17  But in truth God has heard me; ♦  

he has heeded the voice of my prayer. 

18  Blessed be God, who has not rejected my prayer, ♦  

nor withheld his loving mercy from me. 
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Glory to the Father and to the Son,  

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning is now 

and shall be for ever. Amen.  

 

The New Testament Reading 1 Peter, 3:13-end 
13 Therefore prepare your minds for action; discipline yourselves; set all your hope on 

the grace that Jesus Christ will bring you when he is revealed. 14 Like obedient children, 

do not be conformed to the desires that you formerly had in ignorance. 15 Instead, as he 

who called you is holy, be holy yourselves in all your conduct; 16 for it is written, ‘You 

shall be holy, for I am holy.’ 17 If you invoke as Father the one who judges all people 

impartially according to their deeds, live in reverent fear during the time of your exile. 
18 You know that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your 

ancestors, not with perishable things like silver or gold, 19 but with the precious blood of 

Christ, like that of a lamb without defect or blemish. 20 He was destined before the 

foundation of the world, but was revealed at the end of the ages for your sake. 
21 Through him you have come to trust in God, who raised him from the dead and gave 

him glory, so that your faith and hope are set on God. 22 Now that you have purified 

your souls by your obedience to the truth so that you have genuine mutual love, love 

one another deeply from the heart. 23 You have been born anew, not of perishable but 

of imperishable seed, through the living and enduring word of God. 24 For ‘All flesh is 

like grass and all its glory like the flower of grass. The grass withers, and the flower falls, 
25 but the word of the Lord endures for ever.’ That word is the good news that was 

announced to you. 

 

The Gospel   John 14: 15-21 
15 ‘If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he 

will give you another Advocate, to be with you for ever. 17 This is the Spirit of truth, 

whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know 

him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you. 18 ‘I will not leave you orphaned; 

I am coming to you. 19 In a little while the world will no longer see me, but you will see 

me; because I live, you also will live. 20 On that day you will know that I am in my Father, 

and you in me, and I in you. 21 They who have my commandments and keep them are 

those who love me; and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love 

them and reveal myself to them.’  

 

Prayers 
Let us ask the God of creation to send a blessing upon us. 

 

Upon the rich earth send a blessing, O Lord. 

Let the earth be fruitful 

and its resources be hallowed. 

We ask in faith: 

we ask you to hear us, good Lord. 
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Upon human labour send a blessing, O Lord. 

Prosper the work of our hands; 

may all find dignity and just reward in their work; 

free the exploited and oppressed. 

We ask in faith: 

we ask you to hear us, good Lord. 

 

Upon the produce of the earth send a blessing, O Lord. 

Guide us into a sustainable future, 

and give us the will to share the fruits of the world. 

We ask in faith: 

we ask you to hear us, good Lord. 

 

Upon the seas and waters send a blessing, O Lord. 

Teach us to cherish the water of the earth, 

and to conserve the seas, lakes and rivers. 

We ask in faith: 

we ask you to hear us, good Lord. 

 

Upon aid agencies send a blessing, O Lord. 

Where the earth is parched and the well has run dry; 

where war brings want, and children go hungry; 

where the poor cry out for bread and for justice, 

give hands to care and heal, and compel us to be generous. 

We ask in faith: 

we ask you to hear us, good Lord. 

 

We ask you to hear us, good Lord, 

for the sake of your Son, 

our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

 

This week, please remember in your prayers these areas of our parish: 

Chilvers Bank, Hilltop, The Leas, The Rise, St Mary’s Way, The Glade 

Those in need of healing: 

Paula Conder, Jeanette Jackson, Sheila Boudreau, Olive Elves, Stephen Cooper,  

Peter Harris, baby Luca Mabert, Oliver Britton, 

Christine Roderick, Liz Smith, Anne England, Martin Reed, Bob Burt,  

Penny and Douglas Mitchell, Martyn Gray, Pat Kilbride. 

Those who have died recently: 

Jean Peters, Patricia Wells, Christopher Martin, Kirsty Robinson, Lionel Elliston 

At the anniversary of their death: 

Ethel Grinbergs, Gladys King, Lily Armishaw, Marion Hopgood, Paddy Kilbride,  

Joan Smith 



Final prayer 
God our Father, 

whose Son Jesus Christ gives the water of eternal life: 

may we thirst for you, 

the spring of life and source of goodness, 

through him who is alive and reigns, now and for ever. Amen 

 

Hymn: Great is Thy Faithfulness (Hymn 249) 
Great is thy faithfulness, 

O God my Father, 

there is no shadow  

of turning with thee; 

thou changest not, 

thy compassions, they fail not; 

As thou hast been 

Thou for ever wilt be. 

 

Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! 

Morning by morning new mercies I see; 

And all I have needed  

thy hand hath provided, 

great is thy faithfulness, 

Lord, unto me! 

 

Summer and winter,  

and springtime and harvest, 

Sun, moon and stars  

in their courses above, 

join with all nature  

in manifold witness 

to Thy great faithfulness,  

mercy and love. 

 

Great is thy faithfulness … 

 

Pardon for sin 

and a peace that endureth, 

thine own dear presence  

to cheer and to guide; 

strength for today 

and bright hope for tomorrow, 

blessings all mine,  

with ten thousand beside! 

 

Great is thy faithfulness … 



Baldock Coronavirus Support Group & helping vulnerable neighbours 

A Coronavirus Support Group has been set up in Baldock to discuss ways of supporting 

our local community.  The St Mary's Church Office phone number (01462 892838) has 

become the Baldock Corona Volunteer Support Line and will be monitored daily - if no 

one answers, there is an answerphone which will be checked regularly.  The line is for 

anyone who is concerned about the virus, and particularly those with elderly or 

vulnerable local friends or neighbours. If the question is about medical concerns, please 

call NHS 111 and not the helpline.  

 

 

Hidden Humour 

A city man is driving down a country road, when he spots a farmer standing in the 

middle of a huge field of grass. He pulls the car over and notices that the farmer is just 

standing there, doing nothing, looking at nothing. The man gets out of the car, walks all 

the way out to the farmer and asks him, "Excuse me mister, but what are you doing?" 

The farmer replies, "I'm trying to win a Nobel Prize." "How?" asks the man, puzzled. 

"Well, I heard they give the Nobel Prize . . . to people who are out standing in their 

field." 

 

Impact of Coronavirus on charities (a short video about finances in the 

diocese) 

One of the outworkings that has resulted from the Corona crisis is that charities are 

struggling because donations have dramatically dropped.  Here at St Mary's we have 

postponed our planned giving renewal and are just about holding our head above 

water.  The Bishop of St Albans has released a short video about finances in 

the diocese (where the majority of our fundraising goes, to pay for clergy and church 

resources).  I encourage you to watch it. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=li1GRsatL3s&feature=youtu.be 

 

Christian Aid week  

Last week was supposed to be Christian Aid Week, but of 

course the charity has not been able to hold many 

activities.  The door to door collection which usually raises 

about £8 000 000 has been cancelled.  If you think their 

work is important you may wish to look at their page about 

Christian Aid Week. 

https://www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/key-appeals/christian-aid-

week?_$ja=tsid:|cid:1723647296|agid:70121279513|tid:kwd-

671817365024|crid:433240581337|nw:g|rnd:10227571407320455253|dvc:c|adp:|mt:b|loc:1006493&gclid=Cjw

KCAjwte71BRBCEiwAU_V9h4xxBIgLzW-errx_sQginOzooyJeePfx_4MVkyjxDY198uI-

WdjvKxoCpSIQAvD_BwE 
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Eco Tip for 6th Sunday of Easter: Don't forget to put your food waste bins out 

again as NHDC restart collection, rather than allowing food waste to go to landfill. 

Better still, waste as little food as possible!" 

 
 
Today is Rogation Sunday, the day when traditionally 

people used to pray for a good harvest and ask God 

to bless the earth.  (Rogation comes from the Latin 

word ‘Rogo’ which means ‘I ask’.)  Sometimes we walk 

the bounds of the parish together on Rogation Sunday 

which gives a way of identifying with God’s creative 

hand in his creation.  We cannot do this together this 

year but I encourage you to spend some time walking 

through the parish consciously praying for a more 

balanced relationship between human beings, the 

crown of God’s creation, and the rest of God’s world 

which he has entrusted to us to care for and to enjoy. 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday Home Group by Zoom  Tuesday 19th May at 7.30pm.   

Do join us – all welcome! 

The link is: 

Topic: Tuesday Zoom Home Group 

Time: May 19, 2020 07:30 PM London 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87025702966?pwd=RjFEdkcxaHkyQm9mcmtCTG1rU2NGdz09 

Meeting ID: 870 2570 2966   Password: 634680 

 

 

Hazel and Martin Frost’s latest newsletter is attached. 

 

 

Next week’s readings: Acts 1: 6-14, Psalm 68:1-10, 32-end, 1 Peter 4: 12-14; 5: 6-11, 

John 17, 1-11 
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WEEK-AT-A-GLANCE 
 

Sun 17th       6th Sunday of Easter 

  8.15 am Morning Prayer     

  9.30 am Morning Worship via Zoom 

  6.00 pm Evening Prayer via Zoom 

Mon 18th  Rogation Day 

  4.15 pm  Evening Prayer via Zoom (contact Katrina) 

  8.00 pm  Monday Home Group via Zoom (contact Emma) 

Tue 19th  Dunstan, archbishop, monastic reformer, 988 

  8.40 am  Morning Prayer in church 

  4.30 pm  Evening Prayer via Zoom 

  7.30 pm  Tuesday Home Group via Zoom (see pewsheet) 

Wed 20th  Alcuin, deacon, abbot, 804 

  8.40 am  Morning Prayer in church 

  5.00 pm  Evening Prayer via Zoom 

Thu 21st   ASCENSION DAY 

  8.40 am  Morning Prayer in church 

  10.30 am Thursday Home Group via Zoom (contact Katrina) 

  7.00 pm  Evening Prayer via Zoom  

      and Sermon (preacher: Katrina) 

Fri 22nd   5.00 pm  Evening Prayer via Zoom (contact Katrina) 

Sat 23rd  9.30 am  Morning Prayer in church 

  5.00 pm  Evening Prayer via Zoom  

Sun 24th       7th Sunday of Easter 

  8.15 am Morning Prayer in church 

  9.30 am Morning Worship via Zoom 

  11.00 am Messy Church via Zoom 

  6.00 pm Evening Prayer via Zoom 

 

While God has overlooked the times of human ignorance, now he commands all people 

everywhere to repent, because he has fixed a day on which he will have the world 

judged in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of this he has given 

assurance to all by raising him from the dead. 
 

 

Rev’d Canon Andrew Holford: 01462 896273 2008luddite@gmail.com 

Lay Minister: Katrina Nice: kmnice2013@gmail.com / 07708 064294 

Churchwardens: Phil Charsley (Premises):  01462 895665.   

Emma Wilkinson (Safeguarding): 07836 749283 

Alex Milne – Hall Hire: alexandra.milne@gmail.com / 01462 490062 
Church email: baldockbenefice@gmail.com; Website: www.stmarysbaldock.org.uk 
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