
  St. Mary the Virgin, Baldock.  

St. Margaret of Antioch, Bygrave. 

“BUILDING WITH CHRIST” 

Sunday 9th February 2020 

8.00am Holy Communion      9.30am Parish Communion 

6.00pm Choral Evensong 

There is a quiet traditional service of Holy Communion every Sunday morning at 8am 

DURING FEBRUARY YOU ARE ASKED TO PUT A TOKEN IN THE 

APPROPRIATE BOX, EACH TIME YOU COME TO WORSHIP ON 

SUNDAY, TO HELP US UNDERSTAND THE AGE PROFILE OF THE 

WORSHIPPING CONGREGATION 

This Sunday is the Third Sunday before Lent. At our 

9.30am Parish Communion, the choir, organ and Praise be 

Band accompany our worship and there is Junior and Teenage 

Church.  Jesus reminds us that the way we live affects people 

around us.  He talks about the little things and Paul challenges us 

not to focus on ourselves but to ‘know nothing except Jesus Christ, 

and him crucified’. 

At 6pm, next week, there is Choral Evensong.  

Join us for beautiful, evocative worship at the end of the day.  

Next Sunday is the Second Sunday before Lent. 

At our 9.30am Communion for All Ages, the choir, 

organ and Music Group accompany our worship and we 

enjoy a violin sonata after communion.  The service has a strong 

Creation emphasis.  During the telling of the biblical story of 
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creation we watch a powerpoint display.  There will be lots to 

engage people of all ages. 

At 11am next week, there is Parish Communion with Junior 

Church at Bygrave. 
 

Today’s worship   

Opening hymn: How blessed are those who live by faith  

Before the Gospel: Blessed be your name (Praise be Band) 

Offertory hymn: 60 (ch,1,2,ch,3,4,ch)  Final hymn: 503 

 

Opening hymn: How blessed are those who live by faith 

How blessed are those who live by faith, delighting in God’s sure command;  

For rich in grace will be their homes, their children mighty in the land.  
 

How happy those who freely give, who justly deal and kindly care;  

For in their darkness light shall dawn, and long shall be their memory here. 
 

How joyful those who, strong for truth, rely upon the Lord most high;  

unlike the wicked they shall live, and lift their heads up to the sky! 
 

Then praise the Lord – let joyful praise to Father, Spirit, Son be given;  

to God who loved us, came to save and fills our hearts with grace from heaven!  

 

The Collect  

Almighty God, 

who alone can bring order 

to the unruly wills and passions of sinful humanity: 

give your people grace 

so to love what you command 

and to desire what you promise, 

that, among the many changes of this world, 

our hearts may surely there be fixed 

where true joys are to be found; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen 



The Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 58:  1 – 9a 

Shout out, do not hold back! Lift up your voice like a trumpet! Announce to my 

people their rebellion, to the house of Jacob their sins. 2 Yet day after day they 

seek me and delight to know my ways, as if they were a nation that practised 

righteousness and did not forsake the ordinance of their God; they ask of me 

righteous judgements, they delight to draw near to God. 3 ‘Why do we fast, but 

you do not see? Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?’ Look, you serve 

your own interest on your fast-day, and oppress all your workers. 4 Look, you fast 

only to quarrel and to fight and to strike with a wicked fist. Such fasting as you do 

today will not make your voice heard on high. 5 Is such the fast that I choose, a day 

to humble oneself? Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush, and to lie in 

sackcloth and ashes? Will you call this a fast, a day acceptable to the Lord? 6 Is not 

this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the thongs of 

the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? 7 Is it not to share 

your bread with the hungry, and bring the homeless poor into your house; when 

you see the naked, to cover them, and not to hide yourself from your own kin? 
8 Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall spring up 

quickly; your vindicator shall go before you, the glory of the Lord shall be your 

rearguard. 9 Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer; you shall cry for help, 

and he will say, Here I am. 

 

The Choir will sing between the readings: 
Word of God, burn within us, be a lamp unto our feet. 

Test our hearts and our spirits, true disciples let us be. 

 

The New Testament Reading:  1 Corinthians 2:  1 – 12 

When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I did not come proclaiming the mystery 

of God to you in lofty words or wisdom. 2 For I decided to know nothing among 

you except Jesus Christ, and him crucified. 3 And I came to you in weakness and in 

fear and in much trembling. 4 My speech and my proclamation were not with 

plausible words of wisdom, but with a demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 
5 so that your faith might rest not on human wisdom but on the power of God. 
6 Yet among the mature we do speak wisdom, though it is not a wisdom of this age 

or of the rulers of this age, who are doomed to perish. 7 But we speak God’s 

wisdom, secret and hidden, which God decreed before the ages for our glory. 
8 None of the rulers of this age understood this; for if they had, they would not 

have crucified the Lord of glory. 9 But, as it is written, ‘What no eye has seen, nor 

ear heard, nor the human heart conceived, what God has prepared for those who 

love him’ - 10 these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit; for the Spirit 

searches everything, even the depths of God. 11 For what human being knows what 



is truly human except the human spirit that is within? So also no one comprehends 

what is truly God’s except the Spirit of God. 12 Now we have received not the 

spirit of the world, but the Spirit that is from God, so that we may understand the 

gifts bestowed on us by God. 

 

Blessed be your name (Praise be Band) 

Blessed Be Your Name 

In the land that is plentiful, 

Where Your streams of abundance 

flow, 

Blessed be Your name. 

 

Blessed Be Your name 

When I'm found in the desert place, 

Though I walk through the 

wilderness, 

Blessed Be Your name. 

 

Every blessing You pour out, I'll 

Turn back to praise. 

When the darkness closes in, Lord, 

Still I will say: 

 

Blessed be the name of the Lord 

Blessed be Your name 

Blessed be the name of the Lord 

Blessed be Your glorious name. 

 

Blessed be Your name 

When the sun's shining down on me, 

When the world's 'all as it should be' 

Blessed be Your name. 

 

Blessed be Your name 

On the road marked with suffering, 

Though there's pain in the offering, 

Blessed be Your name. 

 

Every blessing You pour out I'll 

Turn back to praise … 

 

You give and take away, 

You give and take away. 

My heart will choose to say; 

Lord, blessed be Your name. (x2) 

 

Blessed be the name of the Lord … 

The Gospel  Matthew 5:  13 - 20 
13 ‘You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its 

saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out and 

trampled under foot. 14 ‘You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill 

cannot be hidden. 15 No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel 

basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. 16 In the 

same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good 

works and give glory to your Father in heaven. 17 ‘Do not think that I have 

come to abolish the law or the prophets; I have come not to abolish but to 

fulfil. 18 For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one letter, 

not one stroke of a letter, will pass from the law until all is accomplished. 
19 Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of these commandments, and 



teaches others to do the same, will be called least in the kingdom of heaven; 

but whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom 

of heaven. 20 For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the 

scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 

 
This week, please remember in your prayers these areas of our parish: 

Pinnocks Lane, Pinnocks Close, The Tene, Pembroke Road, High Street 

 

Those in need of healing: 

Paula Conder, Jeanette Jackson, Sheila Boudreau, Olive Elves, Oliver Britton, 

Stephen Cooper, Eleanor Morrison, Lionel Elliston, Pat Kilbride, Peter Harris, 

Julian Evan Hart, Christine Roderick, Liz Smith, Anne England, Bob Burt,  

baby Luca Mabert. 

 

At the anniversary of their death: 

Ada Marshallsay, Vi Cottendon, Biddy Reed, Les Townsend, Albert Kingsley 

 

Choir Anthem: O God of mercy 

O God of mercy, God of might, in love and pity infinite,  

Teach us as ever in thy sight, to live our life to thee. 
 

In sickness, sorrow, want, or care, whate’er it be, Tis ours to share;  

may we, where help is needed, there give help as unto thee. 
 

And may thy Holy Spirit move all those who live, To live in love,  

til though shalt greet, in Heav’n above all those who give to thee. 

 

All who are thirsty (Praise be Band) 

All who are thirsty,  

all who are weak. 

Come to the fountain, 

dip your heart in the stream of life. 

Let the pain and the sorrow,  

be washed away. 

In the waves of His mercy, 

as deep cries out to deep (we sing): 

 

Come, Lord Jesus, come (x4)  



Post Communion 
Merciful Father, 

who gave Jesus Christ to be for us the bread of life, 

that those who come to him should never hunger: 

draw us to the Lord in faith and love, 

that we may eat and drink with him 

at his table in the kingdom, 

where he is alive and reigns, now and for ever. Amen 

 
 

Upcoming Meetings:   

Monday Home Group:  Mon 10th Feb at 8pm at 24 Park Crescent 

Tuesday Home Group: Tues 11th Feb at 7.30pm at the Rectory 

After Hours: Sun 16th Feb at 7pm, 24 Park Crescent  

Churches Together in Baldock Forum:  Tues 18th Feb at 7pm at the 

Methodist church 

Community Sponsorship: Sun 23rd Feb at 4.30pm 

Food4Life (worship for Teens) Sun Feb 23rd at 6.45pm in church 

Healing Communion: Tues 25th Feb at 3.30pm at 83 Coachmans Lane  

Thursday Home Group: Thu 27th Feb at 10.30am at 20 The Gardens  

Worship leaders’ meeting:  Sun 1st Mar at 5.30pm in church  

Friends of St Mary’s Committee meeting: Mon 2nd Mar at 3.45pm 

PCC Standing Committee:  Mon 9th Mar at 8pm at the Rectory 

 

On Wednesday 19th February at 7.30pm we are hosting a deanery 

confirmation service at St Mary’s.  Three of our young people are likely 

to be confirmed; please make a date in your diary and come and support 

them. If you are willing to provide cakes, savouries and scones, 

please let Emma know. 

 

 

             Lunch 
Sunday 23rd February at 12:00. 

Menu: Roast Beef and trimmings or vegetarian option followed by pudding. 

Everybody welcome – don’t eat lunch alone, come and share it with friends. 

 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS: Genesis 1: 1 – 2: 3, Matthew 6: 25-end 



Eco Tip 1: When boiling vegetables just use enough water to cover them 

and put a lid on the pan- also if you cut them into small pieces they will cook 

more quickly and you will use less energy! 

 
Palm crosses: 

Please return your palm crosses to church by Saturday 22nd February so we 

can use them to make ash for Ash Wednesday. 

 

Hidden Humour 

Someone told me I looked like a salt shaker. I took it as a condiment. 

 

Did you know?  The insurance bill for 

the Church each month totals £576.15, 

which divided is £455.33 for the church, 

£120.82 for the hall.  That’s nearly £19 

per day or over £6,900 per year. 

Ash Wednesday is on February 26th (the week after half term).  

We have services as follows: 

9.30am in St Mary’s Communion service with 

the sign of the cross in ash on your forehead for the beginning of Lent 

2.20pm in St Mary’s Junior School Service with the sign of the 

cross in ash on your forehead for the beginning of Lent  

7.30pm in St Margaret’s Bygrave Communion service with hymns and 

the sign of the cross in ash on your forehead for the beginning of Lent. 

Please try really hard to come to one of these!  You won’t regret it. 

More ideas for Lent coming soon.  Watch this space! 

We need your help! 

During February we want to get an accurate 

assessment of the age profile of our worshipping 

congregation week by week.  Each Sunday in February 

you come to church, please help us by placing a token 

in the jam jar that corresponds to your age range.  We 

believe we are bucking the trend and getting younger 

and would like to test whether this is true or not. 
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WEEK-AT-A-GLANCE 
 

CHURCH OPEN: Sun to Fri 8.40 am to 3.30 pm  
Coffee Bar and gift shop open Wed. 10 am to midday. 

 

Sun 9th   7.20 am  Morning Prayer     The 3rd Sunday before Lent 

  8.00 am  Holy Communion  

  9.30 am  Parish Communion  

  6.00 pm  Choral Evensong 

  7.15 pm  Faith 4 Teens in the Church Hall 

Mon 10th   8.40 am  Morning Prayer 

  4.45 pm  Evening Prayer 

Tue 11th    8.40 am  Morning Prayer 

  4.30 pm  Evening Prayer 

7.30 pm  Tuesday Home Group at the Rectory 

Wed 12th    8.40 am  Morning Prayer   

  9.30 am  Holy Communion 

  10.30 am Tiny Tots 

  5.00 pm  Evening Prayer 

7.30 pm  Bells practice at Baldock 

Thu 13th  6.45pm  Choir practice 

Fri 14th  Cyril and Methodius, missionaries, 869 and 885 

Sun 16th   7.20 am Morning Prayer    The 2nd Sunday before Lent 

  8.00 am  Holy Communion (preacher: Katrina Nice) 

  9.30 am  Communion for all Ages (preacher: Katrina Nice) 

  11.00 am Bygrave Parish Communion and Junior Church 

(preacher: Katrina Nice) 

  3.00pm  Baptism of Zoe Strugnell 

  4.30 pm  Confirmation rehearsal 

6.00 pm  Evening Prayer 

  7.00 pm  After Hours at 24 Park Crescent 
 

Rev’d Canon Andrew Holford: 01462 896273  

(Note: Friday day off) 2008luddite@gmail.com 

Churchwardens: Phil Charsley (Premises):  01462 895665.   

Emma Wilkinson (Safeguarding): 07836 749283 

Alex Milne – Hall Hire: alexandra.milne@gmail.com / 01462 490062 

Church email: baldockbenefice@gmail.com;  

Website: www.stmarysbaldock.org.uk 
 

‘Let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works 

and give glory to your Father in heaven.’ 
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