
Sermon 16 Feb 2020 – 2 before Lent – Genesis 1:1-2:3 & Matthew 6:25-end – Creation/ Climate 
Crisis emphasis 
Lord God help us open our eyes to all your creation . Amen 

 Looking at the creation story in Genesis 1, we see that first of all the spaces are 
formed on days 1-3 and then the creatures to fill the spaces in days 4-6, with 
humans being the pinnacle of creation – made in the image of God and having 
dominion over all things , but actually on the same day as other land creatures so 
we mustn’t get too above ourselves – we didn’t actually get a whole day 
dedicated to ourselves! 

 On the 7th day – the day of rest, it says God made this day Holy. And we too do 
need a day of rest. Christianity has decided on Sunday as the Sabbath – the day of 
Jesus’s resurrection at Easter (rather than continuing with the Jewish Sabbath 
day of Saturday)  

 We are made in the image of God – that makes us different from all the rest of 
creation – but with that “superiority” comes responsibility. God wants us to love 
all of creation and keep its delicate balance of perfection of how he made it “He 
saw that it was VERY good”, but then in the next chapter of course we have the 
description of the fall – where humankind took their power and misused it. 

 Are we perhaps beginning to realise with a shock that we are failing to care for 
anything but ourselves, our own livelihoods, our own prosperity, our own 
families? perhaps thinking that monetary wealth, possessions and economic 
growth will provide the greatest route to happiness? 

 If we fail to be moved by the Australian bushfires destroying countless animals, 
trees and livelihoods; the burning and clearing of the Amazon rainforest so that 
cattle can be reared there for the ravenous western consumer market, with no 
thought to the wider destruction of the Carbon Sink the world so desperately 
needs to stop rampant CO 2 increase and the Climate Emergency; or the 
droughts or locust plague in Africa that will cause famine and poverty and more 
people on the move looking just to survive; then I think we have managed 
successfully ….to separate ourselves……. – the pinnacle of God’s creation – from 
all the rest of God’s creation…… and are doing so at our peril. 

 Many non-Christians – indigenous people in the Amazon, Africa, Australia, North 
and South America , and other people who claim to be “spiritual but not 
religious”- recognise the reliance of humans on ecosystems and see the huge 
destruction we humans are inflicting on the earth that provides, enriches and 
underpins our existence, so much so  that they are rising up and crying out for 
help and protection for themselves and their environments. 

  I wonder if we Christians in many western, developed countries- the United 
States, Australia, Britain, the rest of Europe- can really sit comfortably with the 
huge inequality of power in the world which is causing sickening poverty, mass 
extinction of species and habitats and an ever increasing global temperature and 
sea level rise?  

 Would God really be happy with the way we have let His amazing planet earth  
develop where Jesus assures us in the Gospel reading that we are of more value 
to God than the beautiful lilies of the field and the birds of the air? I think Jesus is 
trying to remind us of the love of God for each of us but also to trust in him and 
let him guide us: 

  ‘So do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring worries of its own. 
Today’s trouble is enough for today.’ 



 Whenever I hear this verse, I have to laugh and say to myself “yes, you’re right 
there! today’s trouble IS enough for today!”  

 It reminds me of : “Don’t worry, it’ll all work out fine” – which is one of the most 
irritating things someone can say to me! 

 Whereas “Ask God to help you not to worry” is actually quite helpful. 
 In the first one the person washes their hands of engaging with my worry which 

makes me feel even more powerless and stressed especially if I think I am doing 
all I can to make the situation work. 

 But the invitation to bring God into the situation stops me in my tracks and 
makes me realise I’m not on my own and if I step back and let God in, I will 
hopefully become calmer and I may be able to work out what to do. 

 For a Christian it really helps I think for us to step back and engage with the God 
who loves us unconditionally and is always keen for us to seek him. A belief and 
trust in Jesus understanding our every human emotion because he emptied 
himself and became truly human as well as being God, will help us do this. 

 So Pray!, either a quick arrow prayer for help or calmness, or build up a few bible 
verses that you find that particularly  speak to you (these may well change over 
time, depending on your circumstances) – the New Testament and the Psalms 
are particularly rich in verses that will resonate and there is  reassurance in 
today’s gospel – that we are each very valuable in God’s sight- more than the 
lilies of the field , birds of the air. 

 We are made in the image of our loving creator , who looked back on the 6th day 
and saw that all  he had made was Very Good. If we are to do justice to being 
made in God’s image to have dominion over the earth and everything in it, we 
have to love and to show that love to all creation, rather than misuse our superior 
abilities God has given us to further our own personal lives. We have been given 
the task to take care of the earth, the sky, the seas and all that live in and on 
them. 

  And we should be humble, walk lightly and keep reminding ourselves that we 
share our common home – this planet – and we can’t actually do much that is 
good without God’s Holy Spirit working through us being the power of God’s love 
– if we try to rule on our own we don’t end up with much justice for the poorest 
and most vulnerable in the world …….. even though in our own bubble in the 
west we may be quite content. 

 Have we been caught up in the hype of our own self- importance and power 
similar to  those without a faith………even though we profess to follow Jesus?  

 Do we have the courage to stand with Christ for Climate Justice for the 
poorest and most vulnerable wherever they are in the world?  

 Each thing that we do will have consequences – some will build up the body of 
Christ, will build God’s Kingdom in a tiny way, will strengthen our connectedness 
with all creation – and some will (perhaps unknowingly ) destroy it …..a little or 
even a lot. 

 Maybe you had an egg for breakfast – this could be building the Kingdom if it was 
free range and local , but not being in harmony with another part of creation if 
from a battery farm 

 Maybe you got annoyed or impatient with someone (destroying the Kingdom) 
when a quiet admonishing or an enquiry as to whether they were ok and a 
chance for them to share their reasons would catch their breath and might make 



them more likely to try harder next time (building the Kingdom)- you get the 
idea…. 

 Maybe you bought some vegetables wrapped in plastic when you could have 
chosen the loose ones right next to them- the plastic will end up in the mountain 
of “stuff” choking our oceans -  

 Maybe you smiled or exchanged a cheery greeting with someone, even if you felt 
stressed and just wanted to rush by -  

 Maybe you paused, said a prayer to yourself and thanked God for the blessings 
he has given you 

So let us this week ask God to help us not to worry about tomorrow, but to tune in to 
today, the present moment, as often as we can and make space for Him, so that He 
can reassure us and help us see how He can transform our lives particularly during 
Lent to tackle the worries of the climate crisis and play the part He has given each of 
us to protect and treasure His whole creation. 
And ponder this question :  
Can we as individual Christians truly be saved by the cross of Jesus if we do 
nothing to save the rest of God’s creation which is being destroyed largely by our 
own hands? 
 In the name of the Father , the Son and the Holy Spirit 
 Amen.  
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