
Sermon Epiphany 5th January 2020 8am, 9.30am Isaiah 60:  1 - 6;  Matthew 2:  1 – 12 

Lord Jesus, light of the world, by the power of the Spirit shine your light upon us as we focus on the Word.  Amen. 

 Some words from our first reading, ‘Lift up your eyes and look around; they all gather together, they come to you; 

your sons shall come from far away, and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms.’ 

 People of all ages and from all four corners of the world will be drawn like a magnet to light in a blanket of 

darkness. 

 ‘For darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples;  

but the Lord will arise upon you, and his glory will appear over you. 

 It’s Jesus, the light of the world, shining out of a lonely stable bed.   

 ‘Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 

 Welcome to the story of the 4 Kings! 

 ‘Four kings?’ I hear you say.  ‘Surely you mean three?  And actually weren’t they wise men anyway?’ 

 Hear the story again, and notice four different types of kingship and four different types of light. 

 Wise and wealthy gurus from the East follow star to jealously insecure king of Judea who shines a gestapo-like 

light on the babes of Bethlehem.  Meanwhile the true King is shining the light of love on the world, and we, 

bathed in the glow from electric bulbs are drawn like a moth to his greater light.  Gifts are given and promises 

broken.  

 So the first type of kingship is that of the wise men.  They were wealthy and seemed to be autonomous.  They 

made their own decisions and could seemingly afford to do pretty much what they liked.  Used to hobnobbing 

with the rich and powerful they naturally visited Herod hoping for some illumination about where to find the 

newborn King of the Jews. 

o Their kingship is one of freedom of choice.  They soon discovered that their first choice, Herod didn’t 

offer what they were looking for.  Their kingship is also one of action.  Wise men are often portrayed as 

sitting in studies thinking, rather than doing very much.  These ‘kings’ put their money where their 

mouths were, travelled great distances and invested a lot of time, effort and personal risk into 

discovering the King. 

o The light they followed was the star, shining and leading them.  It gave direction, and they believed, 

meaning.  What were they hoping to find?  And were they surprised to find true Kingship in the midst of 

poverty and squalor? 

o Not Jewish they were drawn to the light, presumably called by God.  Notice that it is the king, Herod, 

they go to, not the temple.  If they were travelling today, would they go to Buckingham Palace or 

Westminster Abbey?  And would they find the King in the Church or I the hostel?  A reminder that 

God is bigger than the Church.  Jesus is interested not just in religious people but the whole of his 

beloved humanity.  The whole of his beloved creation 

 Are they ‘good’ kings?  Are they really ‘wise’?  What sort of person could we identify them with today?  What 

can they teach us in our daily pilgrimage through life?   

 And then there’s Herod.  The archetypal ‘bad’ king.  Relying on force and power to retain his kingship.  Liked by 

no one, but feared by many, he apparently ruled by fear.  And, as we heard last week, the light he followed, was 

a forensic one, identifying possible challengers to his throne.  This light resulted in the death of a group of 

defenseless infants in and around Bethlehem. 

o It’s difficult to identify with Herod, but he was still keen to discover the true King, if only to annihilate 

him.  Less dangerous, but equally destructive are those who spend time trying to prove Jesus wrong. 

 Last week we went dog racing.  I had a particularly purple patch with the bookies and at one point was about 

£20 up after my triple each way bet came in.  ‘It’s all the power of prayer,’ I informed the less believing 

members of our party.  All went well until the seventh race when I lost.  ‘Where’s God now?’ I heard someone 

triumphantly say. 



o Someone keen to find God to prove him wrong.  But I think the real culprit there is me, not God and 

not the person commenting.  I was somewhat flippantly using the King, to bolster my own kingship.  

Claiming God for my own ends.  And when these ends weren’t Godly, it became easy to score against 

the King.  And because this person didn’t believe in God anyway, who were they to differentiate 

between what is a Godly purpose and what isn’t?  So many people believe that God is there to answer 

our prayers so when he doesn’t it’s proof that he can’t. 

 So be careful what you claim for God!  Is it really Godly, or is it just that it suits your purpose to say so?  For 

those who are facing the wrong direction will struggle to see the light even more if we shine it on ourselves. 

 He third king is the true King, Jesus, the incarnate Son of God.  The light of the world.  The light of Love.  God’s 

plan to save us from destruction, not by power or violence but by sharing what we are going through.  An 

altogether more attractive sort of Kingship.  A King who has endured whatever we are going through and 

knows what it feels like.  A King who is prepared to go to any lengths to overcome the barriers that separate us 

from God, so that even Herod, even the mockers at the cross, even the disbelieving, confused and anxious 

community today will one day somehow be included in the enveloping warm light which is vanquishing and has 

vanquished the darkness surrounding so many people’s lives. 

 ‘For darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples;  

but the Lord will arise upon you, and his glory will appear over you. 

 That’s three Kings, the wise men, Herod and Jesus.  Each very different but illuminating both good and less 

wholesome aspects of kingship in our own lives.  For the fourth king is, of course, you and me.  Drawn into the 

story, we make our own decisions and discover varying sources of light. 

o This is not a story like Goldilocks and the three bears.  Nice to hear but which has no real relevance on 

anything to do with you and me.  This is a story which forces us to make decisions, once we see the 

light it offers. 

 To what extent are you prepared to travel to discover the King of the Jews?  Many of you may have travelled up 

to a mile to get here today, but that is not of course what we are really being challenged about. 

 The Wise men were prepared to make radical and extensive sacrifices to discover the King.  I can’t imagine it 

was a sort of holiday they went on, on their trip to Judaea.  Rather more a pilgrimage to find the light.  I’m not 

suggesting that we should all up sticks and travel by camel to Jerusalem but if there is nothing to show the 

sacrifice we are making searching for Jesus, nothing to show the cost of following the King, nothing to mark us 

out as different from those who have not yet seen the light then is it surprising that the world largely ridicules 

Christian faith today and looks, like Herod, for ways to rubbish it. 

 And today, seemingly more than ever before there are more starkly obvious ways in which to challenge the 

dark life we can so comfortably lead. 

o Ways that involve making sacrifices to save God’s creation. 

o Ways that involve making sacrifices to protect the homeless and defenseless. 

o Ways that involve making sacrifices to care for our neighbours rather than leaving them behind their 

lonely front doors. 

o Ways that involve making sacrifices to welcome the stranger, be they wise men or pregnant young 

mothers seeking a stable. 

o All ways in which the true light shines through as the reason why we do what we do. 

 Where or what is the light shining for you.  Does Christ the lLight of the world shine brightly or do you eclipse 

it with your own manufactured light which you shine on yourself first of all because it is your needs that you 

want to fulfil first and foremost? 

 Come, let us seek the King together and bathe in his light.  Then the biblical prophecy will begin to have 

meaning for us as people of all ages and from all corners of the world will be drawn like a magnet towards the 

light in a blanket of darkness.  Amen. 

 ‘Lift up your eyes and look around; they all gather together, they come to you; 

your sons shall come from far away, and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms.’  Amen. 


