
Sermon Trinity 17 13th October 2019 8am, 9.30am PC & baptism 2 Kings 5:  1 – 3, 7 – 15c;  Luke 17:  11 - 19 

Holy Spirit, grant us the grace to be able to see God at work in the world today through the saving love of Jesus Christ. 

 A busy business woman was late for a meeting.  She had driven over 100 hundred miles and was now going 

round and round the centre of the town unsuccessfully looking for a parking space.  Not given to thinking about 

God much, she looked at her watch, saw that she was already 10 minutes late and in desperation prayed thus, 

“Oh God, I know we don’t talk much, but this is a really important meeting and if you find me a parking space, 

I’ll be in church every Sunday morning for the next year.” 

At the very moment she finished, just outside the office she was heading for, a car pulled out from the side of 

the road, leaving a space for her to neatly slot into.  As she turned off the engine, she said, “It’s OK God, you 

needn’t worry, I’ve found one myself!” 

 How much are you aware of the presence of God in your daily life? 

 How much do you wonder if it is God at work when strange co-incidences happen? 

 How often do you say ‘Thank you God’, when things work out? 

 And actually these are questions which are just as relevant to those of us who are in church every week as it is 

to those of us who come but rarely.   

o Because it is so easy to take the world around us for granted. 

 In our Gospel reading we heard the story of ten lepers who were healed by Jesus.  They had prayed, crying out 

’Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!’, and the clear implication is that Jesus had heard their plea and healed them. 

 Nine of the ten appeared to do the equivalent of the business woman looking for a parking space and trotted 

happily off, not really attributing their healing to the Son of God.  After all was there any proof that they 

wouldn’t have got better anyway.  And whoever heard of a man curing people by merely saying, ‘Go and show 

yourself to the priests’? 

 The tenth had a rather greater awareness of the presence of God in the world and came back praising God, fell 

at Jesus’ feet and thanked him. 

o One was able to look outside himself whereas the other nine seemed more interested in taking what 

they could get. 

o One was able to think of others, the other nine to think only of themselves. 

o And the ‘one’, was a Samaritan.  An outsider.    

 Perhaps it was because he was used to being an outsider in so many spheres of his life, through his leprosy, 

through his nationality, that he was able to think of others?   

 Perhaps because he had been able to take so little for granted in his life it made him more grateful when 

something beneficent happened? 

 I put it to you that what a parent most wants for their child is that they are able to grow up into a whole human 

being.  Capable of loving.  Capable of wondering.  Capable of being able to think outside their own self-centred 

desires.   

o And maybe what this miracle story is telling us is that the person who is more likely to be able to do 

this is going to a little dissatisfied with society as we know it.  Maybe yearning for a world that is fairer.  

A world where goodness and compassion shine out a little more.   Perhaps that is what the Samaritan 

leper felt and why he was able to see the hand of God at work in his healing? 

 Is that what you would like for Sylvie?  Because that of course is what the Christian faith offers through baptism.  

A different way of looking at the world.  Distinct and not always entirely comfortable.  Looking at the world 

sometimes as an outsider because our natural home is with Jesus, the head of the body, the Church. 

 There is also one other slightly hidden, distinctly Christian point to make. 

o When Jesus was ending his conversation with the healed, thankful, Samaritan leper, he says, ‘Get up and 

go on your way; your faith has made you well.’  



 The word he used for ‘Get up’ is the same as is used in the Gospel for rising from the dead, resurrection.  The 

Samaritan thankful leper is raised to a new life as Jesus raised him to his feet and sent him on his way 

 Sylvie, through her baptism is granted a new life to discover in Christ, and I put it to you that if you want to 

experience this new life now, rather than leave it as a vague hope for something in the future when we die, then 

it is by living as the Samaritan healed leper.  That’s true for Sylvie, you  me, and indeed all humanity 

 So the challenge for all of us is to consider to what extent we are thankful?  To what extent we are satisfied 

with the world as it is?  To what extent we are so much in the centre of our own little universe that we are 

unable to appreciate the wonder of God’s redeeming love around us and see new life in action. 

o Go on, think of yourself as a Samaritan ex-leper and all hat that implies! 


