
  St. Mary the Virgin, Baldock.  

St. Margaret of Antioch, Bygrave. 

“BUILDING WITH CHRIST” 

Sunday 29th September 2019 
 

8.00am Holy Communion 9.30am Parish Communion 

 

There is a quiet traditional service of Holy Communion every Sunday morning at 8am 

This Sunday is the Feast of St Michael and All Angels.  

At our 9:30 Parish Communion the choir and organ accompany 

our worship and there is Junior Church and Teenage church.  

What do you make of angels?  They are very big in popular spirituality 

but is there any basis in reality?  Come and discover some surprising 

answers! 

Next Sunday is our HARVEST FESTIVAL.  

At the LATER START of 10:30 we celebrate 

Parish Communion and Messy Church We will 

be inviting the whole Church community to join us 

from Tiny Tots and Messy Church.  We will start all 

together in church, for 10 minutes then you can 

choose either all age activities in the hall or a more 

traditional communion service in church.  The Junior School choir will 

be joining us.  Everyone comes together again for a blessing at 

communion.  Harvest lunch will follow at roughly 

11.45am.  There is a list at the back of church which we would be 

grateful if you could sign to give us some idea of numbers. Please let 

Emma know if you would like to help by making a salad or a pudding.  



Harvest Festival donations: In addition to the usual harvest 

donations, the foodbank would be very grateful to receive tinned 

fruit, meat, vegetables, fish, sponge pudding, rice pudding and 

custard, Long life Juice and milk (UHT). 

We are also holding a financial collection for the Bishop’s 

Harvest appeal which is to supply solar panels to villages 

in Tanzania.  If you feel strongly about the threat of climate 

change or the inequality between the first and third world then you 

may wish to give generously. 

Next week at 11am there is Morning Worship at Bygrave.  

We launch the Operation Christmas Child Shoebox campaign at this 

service. 

Bygrave Harvest Festival is on October 20th.  Bygrave Harvest Supper 

is on Friday 18th October. 
 

 

 

Today’s worship   

Opening hymn: 756   Before the Gospel: 37 

Offertory hymn: 67   Final hymn: 755 

 
 

 

 

The Collect 

Everlasting God, 

you have ordained and constituted 

the ministries of angels and mortals in a wonderful order: 

grant that as your holy angels always serve you in heaven, 

so, at your command, 

they may help and defend us on earth; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen 



The Old Testament Reading Genesis 28:10-17 
10Jacob left Beer-sheba and went towards Haran. 11He came to a certain 

place and stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one 
of the stones of the place, he put it under his head and lay down in that 

place. 12And he dreamed that there was a ladder set up on the earth, the 

top of it reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were ascending and 

descending on it. 13And the Lord stood beside him and said, ‘I am the 

Lord, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; the land on 

which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; 14and your offspring 

shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west 

and to the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of 

the earth shall be blessed in you and in your offspring. 15Know that I am 

with you and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back to 

this land; for I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised 

you.’ 16Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, ‘Surely the Lord is in this 

place – and I did not know it!’ 17And he was afraid, and said, ‘How 

awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this 

is the gate of heaven.’ 

 

The Choir will sing between the readings: 
Word of God, burn within us, be a lamp unto our feet. 

Test our hearts and our spirits, true disciples let us be. 

 

The New Testament Reading Revelation 12: 7-12 
7War broke out in heaven; Michael and his angels fought against the 

dragon. The dragon and his angels fought back, 8but they were defeated, 

and there was no longer any place for them in heaven. 9The great dragon 

was thrown down, that ancient serpent, who is called the Devil and Satan, 

the deceiver of the whole world – he was thrown down to the earth, and 

his angels were thrown down with him. 10Then I heard a loud voice in 

heaven, proclaiming, ‘Now have come the salvation and the power and 

the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Messiah, for the accuser 
of our comrades has been thrown down, who accuses them day and night 

before our God. 11But they have conquered him by the blood of the Lamb 

and by the word of their testimony, for they did not cling to life even in 

the face of death. 12Rejoice then, you heavens and those who dwell in 

them! But woe to the earth and the sea, for the devil has come down to 

you with great wrath, because he knows that his time is short!’ 



The Gospel John 1: 47-end 

47When Jesus saw Nathanael coming towards him, he said of him, ‘Here is 

truly an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!’ 48Nathanael asked him, 
‘Where did you come to know me?’ Jesus answered, ‘I saw you under the 

fig tree before Philip called you.’ 49Nathanael replied, ‘Rabbi, you are the 

Son of God! You are the King of Israel!’ 50Jesus answered, ‘Do you believe 

because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater 

things than these.’ 51And he said to him, ‘Very truly, I tell you, you will see 

heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the 

Son of Man.’ 
 
 

This week, please remember in your prayers these areas of our parish: 

California, Grosvenor Road, Martingdale Court, Raban Court, Pearl Court 

Those in need of healing: 

Paula Conder, Jeanette Jackson, Sheila Boudreau, Lynne Edwards,  

Rosemary Charsley, Stephen Cooper, David Dodds,  

Eleanor Morrison, Helen Walden, Olive Elves, Julian Evan Hart,  

Oliver Britton, Debbie Lovelock, Brian Hamilton, Pat Kilbride, Peter Harris. 
 

Those who have died recently:  

David Tucker, Kathy Sherwood, Enid Collins, John McNeil 

At the anniversary of their death: 
Alistair Peters, Margaret Hepburn, Gladys Kingsley, Florrie Ager 

 

Choir Anthem: He, whom angels worship. Arr. Alan 

Bullard (b.1947). Traditional. Irish. 

 
I cannot tell why he whom angels worship 

should pour his love upon the human race, 

or why as shepherd he should seek the wanderers, 

to bring all back within the fold of grace. 

But this I know, that he was born of Mary, 

when Bethlehem's manger was his only home, 

and that he lived and laboured at Nazareth, 

and so the saviour, saviour of the world, is come. 

 



I cannot tell how silently he suffered, 

as with his peace he graced this place of tears, 

nor how his heart upon the cross was broken, 

the crown of pain to three and thirty years. 

But this I know, he heals the broken-hearted, 

Forgives our sin, and calms our in-most fear, 

and lifts the burden from the heavy laden, 

for yet the saviour, saviour of the world, is here. 

 

I cannot tell how all the lands shall worship, 

when, at his bidding, every storm is stilled, 

or who can say how great the jubilation 

when all the hearts on earth with love are filled. 

But this I know, the skies will thrill with rapture, 

and countless throngs of human voices sing, 

and earth to heaven, and heaven to earth, will answer: 

'At last the saviour, saviour of the world, is king!' 

 

Post Communion 

O Lord of heaven, 

in this sacrament thou hast brought us near 

to an innumerable company of angels 

and to the spirits of the saints made perfect: 

as in this food of our earthly pilgrimage 

we have shared their fellowship, 

so may we come to share their joy in heaven; 

through Jesus Christ thy Son our Lord.  

Amen 

 
 
 

 

We will be starting our next Faith Confirmed Groups for adults and 

teenagers in the next few weeks.  If you would like to find out more about 

faith and ask those questions you have never dared ask, or if you would just 

like a refresher, speak to Andrew.  The Faith 4 Teenagers group begins 

on Sunday 6th October at 6.45pm in the church hall. 

 
 
 



Upcoming Meetings:   

Community Sponsorship: Sun 29th t Sept at 4pm 

After Hours: Sun 29th Sept at 7pm, 24 Park Crescent  

Thursday Home Group: Thu 3rd October at 10.30am (location TBC) 

Monday Home Group: Mon 7th Oct at 8pm, 24 Park Crescent 

Friends of St Mary’s Committee meeting:  Mon 11th Nov at 3.45pm 

Baldock PCC: Mon 18th Nov at 7.45pm 

Bygrave PCC: Mon 2nd Dec at 7.30pm at Mill Cottage 

 

Leading Prayers: Would you like to have some training on leading prayers 

in church?  (A good thing to do whether you have been leading intercessions 

for years or are wondering whether to dip your toe in the water.)  If so, 

there is a Buntingford Deanery Intercessions Workshop led by The 

Rev’d Canon Dr. Tim Bull on Saturday 12th October 8.30am – 12 noon 

at Barkway Village Hall.  Breakfast & coffee/tea provided – ALL WELOME! 

Book your place by emailing the Rev’d Heidi Huntley (hahlive@gmail.com) 

 

The PCC would like to thank everyone who completed our vision 

questionnaire.  The results clearly show that worship is considered to be 

the top priority for the church both now and in the future. The church is also 

seen as a resource for the community where social and other events can be 

held and people hope that this will continue and be enhanced. The sense of a 

community hub where Jesus is at the centre comes across strongly. With the 

words that we used to describe the church, community came out the highest 

with unchanging being the most commonly deleted word. This suggests that 

as a congregation we are open to change and recognise that our building 

needs to be fit for purpose for all that the future holds. This includes being 

accessible to all and being a place where the community can join together in 

a variety of ways whilst also being able to connect with the divine and find 

peace.  

 

Missions: Over this year the money given by the PCC and raised by Light 

Lunches has gone to help the following: Homestart North Herts, CWR, 

USPG, Church Army, St Mary's Infant School, Messy Church (part of the 

Bible Reading Fellowship) and Christian Aid's Syria Crisis Appeal. Thank you 

for your continued support. 

Christmas Tree Festival – Sat 7th & Sun 8th Dec  

mailto:hahlive@gmail.com


I know it seems far too early to start thinking about Christmas but it is only 9 

weeks until the Christmas Tree Festival!  Entry forms will be available soon 

and we will also be asking for your help during the weekend – stewarding, 

helping in the coffee bar, manning the tower etc.  Please put the date in your 

diary now and please help us to make it a successful weekend by giving an 

hour or two of your time during the weekend.  We need your help to make 

it work!  Thank you. 

 

Do you want to make your faith mean 

more than just Sunday?  If so why not come 

to a Home Group?  We have three, running 

monthly on Monday and Tuesday evenings and 

Thursday mornings.  The days and venues are in 

the Upcoming meetings section of this news 

sheet.  They provide Christian fellowship, a 

chance to talk about things that matter, a chance 

to go deeper into the bible and a chance to pray for things on your mind.  

People who go speak very highly of them.  Give it a go, if you’ve never tried 

it! 

 

Hidden Humour 
After God created 24 hours of alternating darkness and light, one of the 

angels asked him, "what are you going to do now?" 

God said, "I think I'm going to call it a day." 

 

Church and Hall Keys: We are trying to make a list of all church and hall 

key holders, and the keys they have. If you hold any keys, could you please let 

Phil or Emma know, or email to phil@charsley.org.uk? 

 

Andrew’s Sabbatical Talk: A number of people have asked if I would 

repeat my Guinness to Chablis talk as they couldn't go.  If you would like to 

hear it, let me know and if there is enough interest I'll arrange another date. 

 
Rev’d Canon Andrew Holford: 01462 896273  

(Note: Friday day off) 2008luddite@gmail.com 

Churchwardens: Phil Charsley (Premises):  01462 895665.   

Emma Wilkinson (Safeguarding): 07836 749283 

Alex Milne – Hall Hire: alexandra.milne@gmail.com / 01462 490062 

Church email: baldockbenefice@gmail.com; Website: www.stmarysbaldock.org.uk 

mailto:phil@charsley.org.uk
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WEEK-AT-A-GLANCE 
 

CHURCH OPEN: Sun to Fri 8.40 am to 3.30 pm  
Coffee Bar and gift shop open Wed. 10 am to midday. 

 

Sun 29th   7.20 am   Morning Prayer   St Michael and All Angels 

 8.00 am   Holy Communion  

 9.30 am   Parish Communion 

 2.30 pm  Blessing of marriage of Jo West and Lewis Cameron at 

Bygrave 

 4.00 pm  Community Sponsorship team meeting in church hall 

 6.00 pm  Evening Prayer 

 6.45 pm  After Hours at 24 Park Crescent 

Mon 30th    08.40 am  Morning Prayer 

 9.30 am   St Mary’s Infant School Year 2 visit to church 

 1.30 pm  Silent Prayer in the church hall 

 4.45 pm  Evening Prayer 

Tues 1st   08.00 am  Morning Prayer  

Oct 4.30 pm  Evening Prayer 

Wed 2nd   08.40 am  Morning Prayer 

 9.30 am   Holy Communion 

  10.30 am  Tiny Tots Sing-a-long 

 5.00 pm  Evening Prayer 

Thu 3rd    8.30 am   Morning Prayer 

 9.30 am   St Mary’s Junior School Harvest Festival in church 

 10.30 am  Thursday Home Group (venue TBC) 

 6.00 pm  Evening Prayer 

 6.45 pm  Choir practice 

Fri 4th   Francis of Assisi, friar, deacon, 1226 

Sat 5th    9.30 am   Morning Prayer  

 5.00 pm  Evening Prayer 

Sun 6th    7.20 am   Morning Prayer   Harvest Festival 

 8.00 am   Holy Communion  

 10.30 am  Harvest Festival Parish Communion & Messy Church  

 11.00 am  Morning Worship at Bygrave (Katrina Nice) 

 11.45 am  Harvest Lunch 

 3.00 pm  Baptism of Ariella Ladbrook & Nico & Emilio Primovera 

 6.00 pm  Evening Prayer 

 6.45 pm  Faith 4 Teenagers in church hall 

 

Surely the Lord is in this place – and I did not know it! 

 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS: Philippians 4: 4-9, Luke 17: 5-10 


