
 

 

May I speak in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit , Amen, please sit down. 

 

From our readings today, I would like us to think about Sharing what we have and Worshipping God. There 

is also an underlying subtext, a warning against pride and arrogance. 

 

We have heard two readings today, some lovely passages from the book of Hebrews, I have selected three to 

ponder:  

Firstly: ‘Do not forget to entertain strangers for by so doing some people have entertained angels without 

knowing it’. 

Then ‘God has said “ Never will I leave you, Never will I forsake you”, so we 
can say with confidence “The Lord is my helper, I will not be afraid”’; 
And finally, ‘Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever’ 
 

Listening to our Gospel you can almost believe you are sat at the table listening to Jesus speak. 

 

When I was preparing this talk today, I came across a story from a Vicar. He said that, having preached on 

this Gospel message - ‘invite the poor the crippled, the lame and the blind as they have no way to repay 

you’.... he and his wife receive three invitations to supper over the following week from people who had 

been in Church on the Sunday. He said “ which category of guest we came into we were too polite or 

anxious to ask! 

 

Luke’s Gospel is full of examples of meals, not only picnics in hillsides, the last supper and road to Emmaus 

stories but also parables such as the Prodigal Son and this one. 

 

Jesus was regularly invited to meals, people sat around whilst he taught. Personally, I think Jesus was more 

interested in the people around the table than the food upon it 

 

Jesus was telling the guests at this feast, and it remains relevant to us today, 
that instead of seeking glory for yourself, spend your time and energy giving 
glory to God. 
 
While the guests chewed on that food for thought, Jesus turned to his host, a 
leading Pharisee. 
Due to the social customs of the time, any self-respecting Pharisee would 
invite to a dinner only those who could be considered at least equals, so I 
have to wonder what Jesus was doing there in the first place.  
Granted, not all Pharisees were opposed to Jesus, for example, Nicodemus 
who came to visit him at night, And it is possible that Jesus was invited to this 
particular banquet simply so the Pharisees present could watch him, to see if 
he broke Sabbath rules again.  
Remember Jesus had already done lots of things that could be considered as 
unlawful on the Sabbath, picking and eating ears of corn, healing a man’s 
hand, curing a man of dropsy and healing a paralysed man at the pool of 
Bethesda, to name but a few. 
 
But it is also possible that this particular Pharisee did, in fact, consider Jesus 
to be at least an equal. He may have even seen Jesus as a step up the social 
ladder from himself, or got ‘brownie points or kudos’ for inviting him along,  
he was in demand- the man of the moment.  



 

 

Whatever the connection was, Jesus had no intention of letting his host off 
the hook when it came to table etiquette in the Kingdom of God. 
 
“You’re inviting the wrong people,” Jesus told him. “By including only friends, 
colleagues, and those who can advance your status, you are no better than 
these guests who are fighting over the best seat in the house. You’re trying to 
make yourself look good by surrounding yourself with “important” people, 
while you ignore the ones who should be enjoying your hospitality.” 
 
Jesus always knows how to cut to the chase, doesn’t he? He recognized both 
the guests and their host as social climbers, and he wanted to urge them 
toward true generosity, real hospitality that expected nothing in return. It was 
time to throw out the old guest list of members of the same social class, and 
replace it with a list of people who would never be the natural choice, people 
who could never return the favour.  
 
We can learn from this that it is time to realize that we are all in equal need of 
grace and mercy in the eyes of God. And if we are in equal need of grace, 
how can we continue to participate in a system that places more value on 
some people and less value on others? 
Treating others as equals is only the first step toward becoming equal as 
joint-heirs in the family of God. And this is what Jesus came to accomplish. 
Jesus came to level the playing field between the haves and the have nots, 
between the wealthy and the poor, between the healthy and the sick.  
 
For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. All of us need grace. 
Jesus wants us to understand that our all-too-human drive to seek the best 
seat in the house does not show genuine participation in God’s mercy or love. 
Even treating others as if they were our equals is not enough. Only true 
humility can give us the right perspective. 
Think about it. How often do we draw attention to what we are doing for God, 
in an attempt to justify ourselves? This is the same thing as taking a “better 
seat” at the table. We do not need to justify ourselves before God – he has 
already justified us through the death and resurrection of his Son, Jesus 
Christ. 
Or maybe we are trying to prove to others that we are good Christians by 
saying - Look at all the good works I am doing for the Lord! 
But Jesus says, you don’t need to try to impress anyone with your 
righteousness. The only one whose opinion of you matters is God, and he 
knows your heart. He knows how far short of his righteousness you really fall. 
And he loves you anyway. 
 
Our reading from Hebrews has several passages which are very apt for the 
theme of today, I have chosen just three for today: 



 

 

Firstly: ‘Do not forget to entertain strangers for by so doing some people have 
entertained angels without knowing it’. 
Then ‘God has said “ Never will I leave you, Never will I forsake you”, so we 
can say with confidence “The Lord is my helper, I will not be afraid”’; 
And finally, ‘Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever’. 
 
Repeat 
 
The one who issues the invitation has the final say about the ranking of 
guests. As we accept Christ’s invitation to join him at Table in the Kingdom of 
God we must admit that we are only there by grace. We don’t deserve such 
grace, and we aren’t any better than anyone else because of it. Taking our 
place at the bottom of the table, where we know we belong if we’re really 
honest, allows us to respond with joy when Jesus, our host, taps us on the 
shoulder and says, “What are you doing down here? Come on up and sit by 
me.” 
Amen 

Commented [1]:  


