
Sermon Easter 3 5th May 2019 8am, 9.30am, 11am Acts 9: 1–20;  Revelation 5: 11–3nd;  John 21:  1 – 19 

Father God, take our fallen lives, our God given personalities, our hopes and dreams, and by your Spirit enable us to 

offer them to your Son Jesus, that we may hear his loving call to follow.  Amen 

 Once again we’ve got opportunities, in the words of the reading from Revelation, ‘myriads of myriads and 

thousands of thousands’ of things to talk about in today’s bible readings.   

 But the one thing they seem to have in common is that they are accounts of God working with differing 

personalities, rather than against them.  They are stories of transformation which quite clearly turned people’s 

lives upside down but which also quite clearly didn’t change their God given personalities, just their direction. 

o So to begin to engage with them perhaps first we need to ask ourselves a question.   

 What do you feel really strongly about?  What emotions are you carrying today? … 

 Saul, the militant Pharisee  clearly felt incredibly strongly about the Jewish faith he was part of.  He loved God, 

he had dedicated his life to him.   He had trained under the strictest set of the Pharisees and was quietly 

confident that he kept the Jewish law and closely as he possibly could.  It engaged his whole life.   

o Pharisees believed wholeheartedly that loving the Lord their God with all their heart, soul, mind and 

strength was their aim and the way to achieve this was purity.  And that meant rooting out all the 

impure elements of the nation and being prepared to use force and violence if necessary. 

o Early forerunners of radical fundamentalists there is evidence, like that of similar people today, that they 

were even proud of killing to achieve their aim.  Not just Roman infidel dogs, but sometimes even their 

own fellow Jews who did not agree with them. 

 And that makes sense when you read , at the beginning of our first reading from Acts, ‘Saul, still 

breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord’.  We know he was happy to kill in the 

name of God.  He was standing by, approving, when Stephen was stoned to death just over a 

chapter earlier. 

o He clearly felt very strongly about it indeed.  And, let’s remember, he had a very forceful personality. 

 If you are apt to feel angry, perhaps this story of transformation and redirection will speak to you today? 

 Saul was on his way to Damascus.  It says nowhere in the bible but it is likely that he was praying as he walked 

along.  That would be natural for such a strict Pharisee who had as part of his rule of law that ‘Seven times a day 

will I praise thee’.  And let’s face it, there are plenty of passages in the Old Testament about smiting one’s 

enemies! 

o Do you find there’s nothing like a good smiting story in the Old Testament to help you express your 

feelings when you’re angry? 

o You can imagine the conversation,  Saul praying and thinking, ‘How dare these Christians sully the holy 

faith with their unJewish practices and talk of Jesus the Messiah in the synagogues.  And then quoting, 

say Psalm 68, ‘Let God arise and let his enemies be scattered; let those that hate him flee before him.  As the 

smoke vanishes, so may they vanish away; as wax melts at the fire, so let the wicked perish at the presence of 

God.  But let the righteous be glad and rejoice before God; let them make merry with gladness. 

o And then the bright light, the falling to the ground and the answer to his prayer.   

o ‘Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?’ 

o ‘Who are you, Lord?’  

o ‘I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. 

 Shock?  Horror?  Amazement?  Speechlessness?  Certainly blindness!  The throwaway line, ‘For three days he was 

without sight, and neither ate nor drank.’, emphasizes the effect on Saul! 

 He became a Christian!  He kept his personality.  He remained somewhat extreme, not always easy to get on 

with, uncompromising, some would frankly say, ‘rude’.  And his allegiance remained with God, just a bigger 

picture of God, a more immediate story, an answer.  His kept his personality.  He kept his faith.  But his whole 

direction changed as he faced his Saviour and began proclaiming very soon, ‘He is the Son of God.’ 



 How did you become a Christian? 

o I know we have some amazing stories within this congregation of how you turned to face the risen Jesus 

in hope and trust but I’ll wager that none were quite so dramatic as this!  But lest you find the whole 

thing rather too extreme o be able to make links with, have you noticed the role of the little person in 

this narrative? 

 Ananias is not mentioned anywhere else in the bible.  This is his sole mention and yet he is the one who is 

charged with nursing surely the best known and most influential Christian of all time. 

o Ananias was clearly praying as well, for ‘The Lord said to him in a vision’ and told him ‘Get up and go to the 

street called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus named Saul. At this moment he is 

praying,’  Prayer cropping up once again! 

 After a bit of reluctance from the understandably nervous Ananias, who is all too aware of Saul’s reputation, he 

goes.  Saul recovers after yet more prayer and is baptised. 

 So if you are feeling lowly and of not many gifts, perhaps nervous and frightened or just not very useful, hold on 

to the story of Ananias, for you may have a calling from God beyond your wildest dreams! 

 I hope you have noticed the connecting thread in all this.  Communication through prayer. 

o Not just a perfunctory, ‘bless my family, God’, but an opening up of your holy and unholy desires and 

allowing God to transform them. 

 Saul’s aggression and then his confusion and shock.  Ananias’s fear and nervousness.  Both their 

complete openness before Jesus allowing him to transform and lead and heal. 

 Does all this speak to you?  If not, try Peter! 

o Peter was carrying this huge weight of guilt.  After all, despite his best protestations at the Last Supper, 

he had denied his Lord three times before the cock crew.  And Jesus had looked at him and Peter had 

gone outside and wept bitterly. 

o And at the well-known breakfast on the beach, Jesus had asked him three times, ‘do you love me?’ 

o The voice of knowing love attacking the cruel weight of failure and guilt. 

 Imagine Peter’s bowed head slowly rising as the enormity of Jesus’ words sinking in.  In the 

battle of good and evil, guilt in my experience is almost always a destructive force. 

 And despite everything Peter had done, or not done, before the crucifixion, Jesus still wanted to 

trust him and gave him a mission to feed his sheep. 

 That’s the power of forgiving knowing love. 

 We’ve covered anger, strength of feeling, nervousness, fear, feelings of lack of self-worth, as well as guilt and 

self-loathing, and how Jesus speaks to us through the power of these stories in each of those situations. 

 Whatever you’re feeling today, whether it’s one of these emotions or some other, whether you have got 

something overwhelming on your mind or not, or even if you are feeling blank and frankly uninspired, I would 

encourage you to offer it honestly to Jesus, and engage in prayer that does not ignore it but try to verbalise 

what you are feeling even if it is only confusion and incoherent unsettled desires. 

 That’s what happened to Peter and Saul.  For Saul there was prayer, because he did not see Jesus face to face.  

Peter saw Jesus only too clearly.  He did not need to pray, but swam quickly towards him when he realised, in 

his haste leaving the huge catch with his long-suffering friends.  In both there an honest relationship with Jesus. 

o And in both there is forgiveness and acceptance. 

o And in both there is a real dynamism and purpose that follows in their complicated and difficult future 

which almost certainly led to martyrdom for both of them. 

 Paul with the zealousness of a new disciple immediately ‘began to proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, saying, ‘He is the 

Son of God.’.  And his future was never the same again. 

 So the challenge is to ask yourself the questions I asked you at the beginning, ‘What do you feel really strongly 

about?  What emotions are you carrying today? … .  And then to honestly offer the answers to Jesus. 

 And then to wait and see what happens!  Amen! 


